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Archives Opening and Archives Utilization from the Perspective of

Behavioral Choice: Interpretation of Meaning and Analysis of Relationship

WANG Qiaoling, YANG Ziye, YUE Ling
(College of Applied Arts and Sciences, Beijing Union University, Beijing 100191)

Abstract: This paper interprets the meaning and relationship between archives opening and archives
utilization from the perspective of behavioral choice foundation in modern governance theory, and further
explores how to understand archives opening review. The legitimacy of the act of opening archives is based
on the decision-making right of archives opening, while the legitimacy of the act of utilizing archives is
based on the right to utilize archives. Although both of these rights are rooted in archival ownership, the
right to use archives can be exercised by the owner as a component of ownership, or can be separated and
authorized by the owner to others; however, the right of archives opening decision-making can usually only
be exercised by archive owners and cannot be separated from archive ownership. The dynamic foundation of
archives utilization mainly comes from the pursuit of "practicality”" and "emotion" by the behavioral subject,
and the dynamic foundation of archives opening is closely related to the ownership nature of archives.

Keywords: Archives opening; Archives utilization; Archives governance
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