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Title: Marginal Utility and the Construction of an Ideal State in Keats’s Lamia
Abstract: Reading Keats’s narrative poem Lamia from the perspective of literary
economics brings into view a neglected facet of the economic thought of British
Romantic literature. Although the subjective value theory, the principle of diminishing
marginal utility, and the principle of dynamic equilibrium of Jevonsian marginalism
were formalized half a century after Keats, the shared attentiveness of Romanticism
and marginalism to subjective desire suffices to bridge the temporal gap. The three
levels of literary economics—mutual construction, isomorphism, and convergence—
focus in turn on the production of the poem, the consumption it stages, and the exchange
that drives its plot. First, the mutual construction of literature and history under New
Historicism: the poet’s financial anxiety and the commercial transformation of Regency
Britain shaped each other, making the poem’s economic subtext a condition of its
existence. Second, the isomorphism between literature and economics: the diminishing
returns on Lycius’s obsessive desire and the marginal-utility curve emerge as two
instances of one process-structure, while the Orientalized, feminized opulence of
Lamia’s palace is an illusion awaiting disenchantment. Third, the convergence of
microeconomics and Romantic literature upon the vision of an ideal state: the
negotiation among Lamia, Hermes, and the nymph disrupts, through the perturbation
of self-interest, the equilibrium of both the Cretan pastoral and the Corinthian city, and
the tragic denouement—Lamia’s vanishing and Lycius’s death—signifies the poet’s
rejection of unrestrained consumerism. By negation, the poem delineates an ideal state
in which value is reattached to genuine need and opposing forces are restored to
dynamic equilibrium.
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T ARER, AL SR RIEE LR T 248 - 552 (John Keats,
1795—1821) 47 1f HAR T2 SO T I AR L BF AR Z AP RO, 2 Je 7 (Porscha
Fermanis) 53 X/K (Proma Tagore) 55 & MHFAIIRY], FrEMEEK. ik, HE5X
P GAE AR RN, XS RN ESRE T 7IEW A P #)IRIZE (Fermanis, 2006;
Tagore, 2000) o AT A X5 BAE MBI GE A M,  (BHFUH)  (Isabella; or, The Pot
of Basil) — Fi# FH LAHIBTI . BEAR Srittl, Mo & /s —MAFE KR (hikik)
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(Lamia) HIZ54E R MIARXT A Nl . s CPryd Db ) JRILER % Jy &AM i ki,
CRIKAEY P 232 F ) 2 FE A BE B T L SEIAR I ZR V8 . B AT AU H A W R A 4L 2 1)
YEM

CRKIEY AT RS 9% 3 SR B sXHEA),  SERR DI, o 320 B 205 FH 6 9 KA 7
— PSR . XA SR ME LD E A AR (WL S, Jevons) fE (BURZ T2
wy 87D PnbUEAA: M EIFANET WS, TET M MR, FLae
RS B G B v W B T RE AT RN NSO, 1984, p. 38D 5 BV PR BE M BT, &
RO DA R 2R T, e fa— A B RO B A BB S I FRAIC (A A& 22F, 2008,
p-167) o (FKIEY DIAHIEAXZIN, 162X 50 2 byt 2k, DU Mt 45 it
kM2, A RRE R G0 2

O 28 5% 2 FEAR A A THIRIE 2 SO . 18 tH40oR, Tk &y LIl /1 4F 1) AR B i 0[]
o HARA )@, A AN ATRBE M2 52 O BR 1 55 S BR (A& . K% =2%F, 2008, p.
166) . 19 th22 %], #i# (Antoine Augustin Cournot) . Ht3% 4 ( Arséne-Jules-Emile
Dupuit) 5{5-/EfHE (Johann Heinrich von Thiinen) AHZk¥E 1 FR 73 H1 51 AZBF [ (A€
1% 220F, 2008, pp. 170—179) , % 1871 ERHMTAR (BUAATHAHIR) , UbrE L#IR
JrEBEAT, SRR “ASCHT A7 (Roncaglia, 2017)  BUEMEINRELSHN S, RIEFENS
DR LR “ EWEER” o IJEHS (Regenia Gagnier) HIBFFARI, —FERFEL DL
AP E O E B, BT DA 2 AR ot A5 S SR T RIME (R
FEARISEE “EW” . B “.0FAL”  (Gagnier,2000) . A5 (Richard Bronk) NPKAESR
5IRE SR BB RIE N AT HERE B S N B BTUR (Bronk, 2009) « HFREAE (Fik
Y B 1819 4F, IEATXIWEL MM g, Fit, DIASCHERES 2, A2 DUE B
WHRIN TR, A2 LR R — P s g AR K B P A O ELAH ERIE .

ARGy T “FFE” 5 “HOR” o AIER BRI EAE SRR g, KX
KRN TR E— B L, HRAMAEBIL T, X 2R, . B EuX R
PRBIR,  WASSZ 3R BRI 29 (RS, 1984, p. 61) o FEMEIHTFIGTE S T WE Z &
W ALRT: e e 1 R SIS AT B i A, BSOS RS e AIOR IR A%, HREE R
SRR B PR AR TE R A R R . EEERENE, A URHE T E IR R
ERATEEG IR S IEE R AR E R X ROk GRSCH, 1984, pp. 42—44)
CRKAEY P fitiy, ER&T S B IR E B E 1 e .

AT NAR AR T B . FA=Z0 0L B SCE R “4
BrAL”  (Economic Humanities) #[n), F 5K IFARG T L MBaiE R, 2 A& bt
VKT ETR TS (Crosthwaite et al., 2022, pp. 3, 13—-14) ; /R (Marc Shell) [ (3224
5F) R CHSLME T 525 RAETT AR AR B 4 55 OC R 77 17) (Shell, 1978,
pp. 7-8) o T BT DAL RR R e 5 S A AT R S AT K e CHRERHA ) I ZAR G 5 2%
PIRREMN (BRI, 2024) o AKX —BASEM BB BERE, JFHCEET 20
I =AN BRI T E Sy Ho—, ELRg, RURT IS8 3 SO S0 5 P SRR A il =,
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[FJZ (isomorphism) , BISCAEEM)EEPFEEM 2 [MARFEC R ML =, I3, BP0
G5 IRIE O AR E SR 5k . X AR GEHE, B AR,
FE sy, RASEEN, 23N R %535,

BV EMREA N (FKE) RAD SR 2 iRt — R TEM LR . FIEN
SO 5 BEBR R AP 2. BERSC (Sidney Colvin) FR 4T H{E “BAIEE & MAB R
A b AR R “IER” . WrE1HL (Stuart Sperry) ML H R R <4
NSHEFHERNT” - U (W. J. Bate) MIFRILE A4 28z PonsEiE s i+
FAX L (Wolfson, 2015, pp. 119-120) . Mifr RIBUEGT 287 T0 16 X S 2R R AR AL T 00 3 4%
%' (Nicholas Roe) &It E T8 5 T ReAE A BRI B AL B (Roe, 20120, IR/R K £k
(Susan J. Wolfson) 4NN~ T Rl Z 8RN RFHGE S LR 7 X (Wolfson, 2015,
2022) . RFMIAUERES L TRV EEIS P L, WA RH IR, A AT
PR B RE AR ? MR RAR, EHBSCFER S AR,

—. “Ma—BKR” : BWHERE (BKEY BIRILER

SCE G SR AR SR A G R — N R IR B s F TR BRI A
“BER—UK” RERR, MRACEGIERRXA AR (ROKTEY B S 25
HRpTIE, WURNERS S TREFERPA SR @A i i
Fik, IRIEF RFHOR AR TONAEIRIER, 1 ARS B RIS (Crosthwaite et
al., 2022, pp. 13-14) . JFILERE, BrE&S5EURET K REANPALL IR IE WF A XS4
BRI IRSE . ik /RK (Catherine Gallagher) #5H, RIZF X L 5BHRA T #aHL
AW E o AR T F AR AR . JREATER, RIS, e BRI R A SR
fii bk (Gallagher, 2009, pp. 73-74) .« JFEZ5/K (Philip Connell) 7R3, RIS I SCWNERG
LTI AEE S EAMY D, TSRS R A E KL R (Connell, 2001, pp. 1-
5) o IERFEX—HMMIK SR, (BRI BIZHHE AR DA .

(HKIEY WA F o E LTS MR LI 2 i BRESERT 18194 9 H, b Tk
i DI ) T B A SO, R AR M D LR i A A B0 RN, ot KT 45
TRMZENN G R o5 E A R E RGNS, AW TAPES S T, 5%
BEAE (PSR ORI —F M, X (BRI M5 USRS, Xk EE
BT NATRE PSR, B KR A 7= 59 9 b IR0, Y 9 H sk oA 2 S S 4
XFERIbRd . R8T AEZT S A7 58, HR2% 48T (William Wordsworth) % Tk 3k
T PE B (10 1Rk 5 50 [ SR B T AN AR V& I S ) MR, BT X B R ) S 491

BFEAN NS (PRI AT RMEARE. 18I184E 12 H, FENKHD
48 (Tom Keats) SETflisitk. ¥EfLiC/ERT HIT, HIMMILIRGI K T HF2&1E 1819 4F 6 H
A BRI 45 R 55 . B RRI AR R 5 7 (Margaret Jennings) [HIRI5, 0L 1a] 732 Be R
REUAH WS P I AR AL, —AEUTRE L R RIS = A S AR E IR . B ZFEA
BT D1 (Richard Abbey) {EHMAIE AT 40, EME 72T, BFREMBT VAL FH TR
Inf 488 . DAHFAITEH, XL ER T &, 3 “BEMSER R E 7 (Roe,
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2012, pp. 327-328) . {EB i A NHEOE — F e, —FE R & B2 ALEER, A
1B (Charles Brown) PLfFfi [E] 1) R FORHE AR SEATEBE, FF 70t B 1) H R — 487
(Roe, 2012, p. 328) . EifEX—FHH, BrEITHEELE{A® (Robert Burton) {PEARHI
FR) HR R T 2 3 P OB A B S DDA (Roe, 2012, p. 328) . HLFIRG, #/E
EEIFTIE (George Keats) RFHE RMAMhRIE (Roe, 2012, pp. 333, 336) o FFEE5A57
B (Fanny Brawne) BLESWIRITT F452y, W5MAEWTETAT K&, KOG A & Gt E
IO IS, AP RER, “SECHY®HE” (Roe, 2012, p. 327) o (hiKilE) K
LB — RO E RN B2 T, ARG S35, W2 T AT B 14530
DI o

R R E R B M B R A . I SCER I R AL CR AR R A B AT A
(Samuel Egerton Brydges) 148 0% 5t A—HEA R, JONELMmE (Brydges, 1834, p.
202) o UM (Raymond Williams) HE#id, BEXEHHE, ERFWHMAALZH
WA= R s A= (Williams, 19600 o FrE&A NNIZE 1819 4F 9 H B Mg K AM(E hiH
5, (RKEY “HIA—MAS, EReAFERM T RIERE " , JRhiE, H s
AN AR E fIl % (Keats, 2002, p. 363; 78 L Roe, 2012, p. 328; Stillinger, 1974, p. 474) .
FEAST T3 RIS A5, 7ER—ADNE RICH E BN FIE: 54655 (BT
Kaar) , AR HE (Edmund Kean) & & EM, — ANLE P EEIE, BEERAE
JERFEZAE (Roe, 2012, p. 329) o BT EI—BHAR (hOoKIE) FIFrelbifs, KWl
VN PR A . EURE S (Daniel P. Watkins) TS, WRENFEIFHESUM S
5 AR T — A E AP & (Watkins, 1989, p. 55) o HIILAT WL, EFERILERE A
FARSMIN R, TR AR SR T AR TR B W A A R R N E 2 1, FRATT 200
ANIA, FEECEE S .

=, “UIERESH” « FROR. FHEXGHEREREHR

XSS G TR AT T SRS AN E R A B LA (homology) M
Bobodn i, 0 AR B SRR RS M. SRk RIS (Woodmansee
& Osteen, 1999, p. 4) ; SR FIAAEAT 1B T PR S5 kg PR3 [F) 4L S VR T AR LIPS, S T
AR, S EET AL LB K- H (Jean-Joseph Goux) W25 )3, 1K
AT M7 SRR R . BRIRZ TR, Mg TME. AHZ TEK
B, ZFFRNRRIEB I N, RS E RN “UIARRIELE” 25N 5%
BALE, MK SRR RIS FIBLS (Goux, 1990) ; WH/RIFF CBRIE S 58 TR [E
T R LI TR “miE 4587 (Shell, 1978, pp. 41-42) . #EHATLLSIE: FIPE S
Wi (Lycius) AREE M S 1 bR b vk th 22 2 (8], FEARMERELE, iR —idfRE W
(TP A [ 52451

PRI (Lamia) 5 F] 76 5 M 1) i g5 k806 BF 20 S U8 . S AR fEHh B 5
TEAE b MNES — 30 o LR 5 m P ML el A% 1) S8 SRR AT S . X — R R H 2
XA TC 2 SE Rt T, ) A SUS FRE T A B TS R, RN 3 B E B R
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B RIRRMIGH, B MUAXG A MKEI T FITG S HH “mEMHEN” (sap)
—AMA “IEEE 7 (show-off) , STIEASE FJERMLM “HBFIN 7, IFib s .
RNWEF (Wolfson, 2015, p. 111)

PR B R B R . EA ST, @REmrERE” (263) 1 f—ib
“RESZE” 5 C“HRAMIERE” BB S ENESE (263)  REUISEE AT E S &Y,
“HIMGELE, TURINEZGREAR” (264) 5 iR EBRE CUIEMESM,” (264—
265) o HAp RN EAF R B G 5%

ZARKTERA—REME
B4R RIZ AT K, B
...... AtRAFE

A8 IR 6 76 B SR R AL
HERM.....

T REE. ...
ENMNT E, 2@ LK E
MEEM...... (264—265)

1=
=,

a5 A

IX R B IR AS S AR L) R o IRRRARERS], BERSkE — R ERnd
B, “HHRypE/ HHEEAIEE” R EE L FEk. TS, ifkriEk
E S ESE (Wolfson, 2015, p. 117) o RHERIERMRIE O AT ABERE R TE. £
AW RS, FORIERERIBR IR LSk, AR, —%R, MENTE.
MAELZSPIZIME L (551 H Roe, 2012, p. 328) o DHIGH, X EERHRIIAEAM F B AR
AR HICAR 215 28 AH IR 1 SR LTS DU - BT (Isabella Jones) MRVLHTSE0E AT, i
ATRES HAER, B HE MR T —R IR (Roe, 2012, p. 329) . FHREIEFEE ML
AP BENLIR .

GrRZ B IX A RE RN AR DT AR PRI S R TRA R 5RMY, 2
0. ekl B UK, B CHEERIRAA, RERUERHEAI KR /K AE AR A i
(262) o RFJediRKI, TrHOM T 40 X TR FERHCEILSR, FNHKTEEWN
fr] J55 ok 7 [ % 55 ) g s LA (Fermanis, 2009, p. 115; Robertson, 1769, p. 8) o i P
(Saree Makdisi) Wt —PH 7R, JRIE I SN XS R 7 BB A (E 28 S8, B2
575 B A TR, AN I B 57 5 A A AR AR 4 (Makdisi, 20009,
pp. 603-604) o FKNH B R T Lt E, RN EER S &R <aE”
MG . MEXFIEREEN A FHANE S, SRR AT S FTE . e,

0

Degsh-i it (1997) : GRiiddy , BAE, b7 ARIZEKAM. ALHG BEDY #3134k 8
ZiEA (% 240270 W) , AT XRAMIARERL, RE——HA. EXGLERABFELABHLY
IR BT T RGBT, AT 5] ARG B EAS T M B AR B R
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WMNTEGEZE, EREIRT W& B IR /NGE / LEARATT N BRI W 31565 77 1 T 287
(258—259) o —an (HHIBIH) s BEER . fhERIEM L ENAFTER, 2RIE
ANARIBAEGE R T o2 — MOEARRAE, T H 24 30

R 8 % 07 ) A7 TR 2t 328 R A2 o 2850 P s i it 4 00 S 2 50 o 0 o 20K P 328 9k ) SE2 5 A 40 B2
. Pk — g RS, IR O B A% (RS, 1984, p. 204)
LK I B W) SR B RUOTR, AB A IR AR, R 5 3 Hhodt B8 2 5 A7 5451 1Y
ANFLH R B SR o IRIRRAR A — I P B R R WX — e i) A, P8 5 30 “ g IR
BISES— KM /B SRR BT AR B — A7, A H B X g R E RS E
AN “EAGHIHE A" 25 (Wolfson, 2015, pp. 116-117)

G I 17 ) A RS T AIOR JE R VR IE « ANSTTRE AR, 2R, ), B s
R PRAICR AN 52321 B 28 FH s s B i 29 (RSO, 1984, p. 61D 5 I PG 5 B4 —Fh ol %5 12 Fir
filig . AR B ERZFR AR, wWAMEIRMAZ &R AR, TREHTE
=, fthE VOR@B A, Tk th &2 E=F % . FHH (Sarah Comyn) Frit A AMERL
HRENF LN (homo economicus) , JRENH T BHAIZE T AE BRI R
& (Comyn, 2018) , fEAE FLURIKRITEAS R fh B DONRAER 244, SCNBEACE R
SERIPTEEA o R HERE T U L AR BRI WG T IR RO, i H I )
R 5 TR AR BARECER AT 214 (insatiability) FT 5t (Gagnier, 2000) . Fifi 5
W@ RN R, IR EA WM, (&R KIER M % . H8 NP JE 5 i
(Apollonius) IR H JCBUALZI R, FIVE S M AERK LI K 5 5 A IS IRTAE, 3R
AR — B, R BERE R X SFEERMESTCMHE AN RFRSCARS 1 5405
RGN E G, MWBOCE SRR R —MuA . T8 WA AT
ST RN R, R A S EH AR

=, “BRpEAL” - ENRA. SRS E I EAEE

PO A5 2 IR IS 1 SO A BAR I A A 25K, B RIE =R R. s
JREA, BREG I EIEE G T M. MRIER 2 ke, — Btah i i,
WGBS EE SR (&, #2258, 2008, p. 167) 5 A0 52 AT LS /1)
oM, KIS IR BRSNS, HE CAIMATFEES AL KRR, IR EE RS
FEIHLI BT A AT (RSO, 1984, pp. 2, 37) o (RS L, BEASR LR, T
FETT ARG AR I BT T B S B A A R, A S e RS T 0 A 5 1 0 R0 A K
X I CROoKIE) 25—, [ WA /R 800 (Hermes) SHOKIE AL 5 T2 —ik
WA BRIPEE): B —T), FT3C T 5 BLARR e oho B 0 B A L4 AR A 216

FLR A /K S8 57 AR B2 — 3 4 B SERI R IR A . IXIFARAMINRI B . TRAR K AR
TR, FORSBHIAZEL M, FOKTIERFEMAN “—HEER” , ARSI (1 R AR
T GAE “Rl Ao T2 WM EE” , 2 RIS RPRIIMIEM R 2458 A7 (Wolfson,
2015, pp. 111-112) 5 XAC#0HR “ZEE ARME " (Wolfson, 2022, p. 365) , At “o
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BEIRETF”  (Wolfson, 2015, p. 112) o IEWIHI% (Adam Smith) 7 (E&EE) e, #
W E B, AR N2 AR 2 0 EE (Smith, 1979) o i R 2 3V 22 Fa E (Al 4,
PRI 22 B DB SR AT 52 FIRHR T 4F o A L8O D7 BBk, T XUH R

“ArmTE R Ee T, RBEAATRY!
PRRT - F A AR AR A8 2] A9 Ag AL,

FOH & BRI FE AP B9 3Z RS,

Sode SRR L ”

WEA, “ARERAEZTRMKE, EAV! 7
CRAE, FEREGIAL, 7 I BB AR,
CHEAREGREE, RAREMAKA! 7 (244)

XMEAE oy R AR . BB S, W78, RS R
JEAT e . DR DA R ATEICAE € X528 5 . hoK TR — ke, (Altid) F
AR S R, TR & S5 F L= R B, #LSRAI
WIRAEATENFAT B

KR AR F AR A 5 2 ABIEE = 5 7R . S —3B ) 50 AR B2 “ IR
CRAR 5 CEERE T MBI R (241) , BRRBTA ANFRZ N R i R
24D , BTHAMAZL “GrS—HEBEH. TIR” , EEARBY B «H iz X%
MR R LB (244—245) o EXHEEMKZ G0 T X0 B H, BT G BUAAL &
MEE, WA Z2E THREHMEXZ T, TRU% “acaik, MG/ HEnE
CEEMIEZE—FE” (246) o VIShEWERIRISE, v SRR H I 0 8 0 R 38 a4k 5 1 %
], FH&E (Saul Bernard Cohen) TEMIZXEUA - X 73 FKIF 5341, smiMMT AR :
T R R B RIAR G 5 I P BT ATEL S, W25 NBT iR, ERAERIL R & “F
AIHF” HRAIE (BHE, 2011, p.63) o (HKiE) Friszspts 2iX— H R EHLHIF
K BR— BEARAEFIA R ERIE, RS EA F .

W DL “AITENH”7 B G WA T REMAE AT E R85 . 5 R 3 kR 58 1
PR, AliZe /5, 2FERMEE, HRLFEMMEREENNR:  “Fark
RAPER I b B FEAL 2 5 AP BLE (Triton) 11 “ A i (R BRAT S BRqBUE) / CERR _E AT
FAFEENAG” s WIKIBIRTEZ AL “Hos 7RI ALY, SEEARE / RA LB E
EHELPOER” (24D o BEFELERBCATIER, BRRERERER, EALEH
LIRS HIER, TEFE NN . R EREF%E, 5IaCENNEAS RIS
—MiER, T HMEELEHE R,

BRI 5 R T SR AT A0ART o 5K 2 & I IR I FE L e TRIR R ARAE ELRRIX B3 1T Ay
FOURE (75 BE R, HLE MRS PF I GR 3 # (Wolfson, 2022, p. 363) . R R “%
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EFEFR” (249) . “FIEMELS” (255) HE KM (256) , RMELy FEOHE
FGATERIRE R . PRI RS R I T 51 N e i 2L S i i &, MIBEER
IR 33K R A 2 AL ) A, R 2 A R 3 L T R AR A

ABRT; HF—ANEAARIELL,

AR KA, ‘RAGEDNA,

IRAr Ak AN BRI KB

...... 18 ART AR %A I

FL2HTR, EREMG LR,

ATEFAN, IRRT, FH, 8. (263—264)

FHA AR IR, bREAE T O AL G e . REHIRLKE A IV  E  A  H
Ky HHERMNZIKGB, Wil SRR )G, BOERTAILE, “—PIRAHCE /
BN SE” (2660 , AW A N5 R R i A8 “A A& (266) o IX—
BEAETAEE: — R R, TRE SR EORBOR N RGE R KA, R ttos
FiE o M RFICCAR G TRATIB W S 2 B0 AHLE (Plato) £ (BARED 5 )\%&
Hig S, IR ELIR T 25 R R PTEUE R I s 5 EUE. (Plato, 1892, pp. 255-256) « G
WHEEHRIERERNERORNES], MRt FEidd AL s,

G 24 1 B ] B2 R A8 S RO £ 0F 2 I B A B B AR A IR N . BRAE [ I AR SR AR
A5, TR R S R E P A SR T R A R8O
BERNZE T WX — W4 IR (Crosthwaite et al., 2022) , IEAIAREITEHT G, 25
FEHERFFARETFEAER 1 5805& /) (Bronk, 2009, pp. 1-2) . Hit—2, X—EEES M
PRI KRB IR ok A8 R ) BE AT Bew 7 [ 32 SO 4y a4 ok i) AR B U
(Makdisi, 1998, pp. 166-167; Z §§% X /&, 1999, pp. 147-149) , tnJfg /it R IE “Po 77
PV / ROTEE” ot m e CRDKIEDY B AR T 35 A S IR R A AR YR, T BE
TR HIE R, WS XHRIEAR T E XA S MEH M. FgeE RN ST 5 UG
T ZH R I R TT R BRAE 2 [, 57 2% DA SR ) 8 At P 1 5 (R 30 A8 0T i

GiiE
MAMERTDL AR, BIAERE RIS S AT, (BORIE) ASCRadr s “ T,
G A B =EAERR M 7 SCREME. ¢ AW 55 R B 5 LIRS R A (CRKIE)
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