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Title: On the Dual Narrative Procession in The Reluctant Fundamentalist

Abstract: The Reluctant Fundamentalist employs narrative strategies such as suspense,
characterization, and spatial representation to reveal the complexities of identity, power, and
cultural conflict in the post-9 « 11 era through a dual narrative structure that operates on both
explicit and implicit levels. At the explicit level, the novel establishes suspense strategy on the
identity of the stranger, while the implicit narrative process conceals an underlying reversal.
Furthermore, Hamid portrays Changez as a contradictory figure in this dual narrative

progression—both a “victim” of cultural clashes and a “perpetrator” within the globalization.
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On the explicit level, the novel connects Changez’s experiences through various spatial settings,
while the implicit narrative, through atmosphere creation, detailed descriptions, and character
interactions, reveals the underlying power dynamics, cultural tensions, and psychological states
hidden in these spaces. This narrative strategy urges readers to re-examine the dynamic
relationships between the individual and the collective, and between the East and the West in
the context of globalization.
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