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Title: Negative and Positive: The Imagination of Community in The Time Machine
Abstract: As a sci-fi classic that blends the narrative allure of time travel with profound
ideological connotations, The Time Machine embodies H.G. Wells’ thoughts on community in a

concentrated manner. By deeply exploring the work’s negative imagination of community: once
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the social and ethical order loses fairness, different groups will evolve from economic
polarization to ethical division, ultimately leading to humanity’s self-destruction, this paper
interprets the work’s positive reflections: only by reducing the population of the ultra-wealthy
and the destitute, eliminating economic polarization, safeguarding fairness and justice in social
ethics, and ensuring benefits for the majority, can a genuine community be established, which
constitutes the well-being of human society in the future. The key to the sound development of
a community lies in the impartiality and shared nature of public power, and its realization path
includes protecting ethical existence, enhancing ethical competence. Science, technology and
society without ethical safeguards are highly likely to harm humanity. Within the framework of
community, human society should encourage people to strive for and practice the truth, goodness
and beauty of human nature, so as to realize the social value of the highest realm of life.
Expressed through science fiction narratives, Wells’ ethical thoughts directly address the
essential issues of human social development, and undoubtedly carry important enlightening
significance and realistic reference value for contemporary society in its pursuit of harmonious
coexistence.
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