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Title: From Ethics to Counter-Ethics: Disintegrations in the Order of Kinship, Marriage, and
Blood in Wilhelmstorp

Abstract: Herman Charles Bosman's posthumous novel Wilhelmstorp profoundly exposes the
ethical predicament underlying South Africa's racial issues. Employing the methodology of
ethical literary criticism, this paper analyzes the systematic distortion of kinship, marital, and
blood ties under apartheid as depicted in the novel, proposing the core concept of “counter-
ethics.” The aim is to elucidate how racism, through a mechanism of “ethical inversion,”
systematically reverses everyday ethics to construct a self-justifying normative system. The
study argues that: in kinship relations, responsibility becomes displaced, with characters veering
into transgression despite ethical awareness; in marital relations, desire is politicized into an
instrument for maintaining racial boundaries, manifesting in a dual pattern of “moralized
yearning” and “degenerate possession”; in blood relations, the nature of “counter-ethics” reaches
its zenith—blood ties trigger “white panic,” leading white patriarchy to employ “rational will”
in condemning mixed-race life as “pollution,” thereby inverting the ethical imperative to protect
life into a violence that excludes it. Consequently, “ethics” itself is reduced to a mere rhetorical
tool for eradication. Wilhelmstorp thus presents a social panorama where the ethical structure is
fundamentally unbalanced yet continues to operate, sustained precisely by the logic of “ethical
inversion.” This demonstrates that apartheid was not merely a political system but a deeply
internalized ideological system whose core operation relied on inverting ethics. Transcending its
specific historical context, the novel, through its incisive critique of the “counter-ethics”
mechanism, stands as a postcolonial literary classics for examining how power erodes ethical
foundations and how identity is reconstructed upon the ruins of ethics.
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178; Schopen, 2019, p. 82-88), JNAFEH IR H /N B E AR T A A S e EE SR (Potter,
1986, p.158-164). #R1f0, /NEHASEE RS VEHLEN RIS ENLH], A FRRNEINT
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Ira) FG TR AROATLAR] AT g B g R S SOGE N PHEAG B PR AR A 1 5 e B e IR 2 PR SCUE 5
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T THIE Sy 2 b M A RAB R SISLA B AR, BRI G S 4 i N R 5 EE
SRR ARG AL PR AR IR B 2 A “ARmAamAN” , 2 “U8ET “HER,
FEfE R R m AR R CR” MEREE . MR BRI EE T 2 E T IS P iR e
D17 AR REGBEUTE, AREIEETME. A, B0 RNER ST T 45
FEARER T, MRy “ HRMR” , BHERAER BRI L 2 bh, H “HE” KigR =
FEHATZER . ZXMEEINET G AR MR, EHACBAT MMRIe N — R R
8, X IR R T EAS PR B A I —— A B SRR 1 H A SEBILIE SCRAL N RIEAL T o

ST B R PR A e, AR IR AR e B e RS AN AR EIR I BN
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XA CEM R, AR M RO R VERE, TRV R AR R —
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MRy, —FEEE WS, W EAAER AR L. —ANE R R TR — N RR BV, A LA
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MR R DERS BT Y XA S, B M AN, 2. JRE TR R
MR R B RR /) o AR FAT ARy “Ath, MAZRIBNA O LZ, Wik TEER” , XHR—
FORE b A PR B B Ve At Rl R e 5 AP, oy N L “ws” 5 “Ezh7, M
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HFRNIRE “AVFARTT 7 , REBRLFHRE), ENREHOKE e “RERME" 1)
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EER AN SE LI RERRRMIEN” X — Ak, IF L B CET 20k .
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FEub 2R S M 3 5, RS P A fE i SR AR S5 FE AR 1) R R R . RO A R
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KRB, FALKIIFAE—BUBE RIS, T2 fh 5N B VEACBE MG S5 70 SR R 7K A E i
—— AT I AR A AR R I BT SRR A TN 2 e,
AT — Rl R« AR TEARIE A B IE o X IR AR R 2 i B DUE BB O R, FESR R R P i
RZNS BRI ED o

i bpnd, EPERAEPIAL VR DI IR AR e, SRRIGES R A R A R R e B
ERGL. E RN SV E VRS RN B R, AURAEDS BN 55 PR A i s 1 5 A 3 5
IR, B REE AR dh e A RS ST S A S AN BRI T, TR ORI AR
PE” KAt 2 RAERR T 2R T A, EIEARBOAIL, AR NTULAITE R, 102 RO 2.
BAT SR A B RE AT AT QAR T %0 TR, XWEELT ERER, Sel
RIS R, LA RS T-4E R DS BB BN LA . DATEBR 5 HF R OV RRIE 48 3Rk 71X
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MEHK “48E” 35¥5. BRERRAEMEFRR
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Y B SE B T REAT A EE S (4], 2011, p.8). ML, “HASKRAEMET
£ 1”7 (Bosman, 1991, p.159), RMEEMZHIHHIN, REMZEH —E™&E MRS REHE, PAT
WARER R TSEE A B — DR AERAEGA TN “AEERFE” o CRILAAET” “WHKK
MAAAE” SRRIE, JFAERWAE, R M4 RIERM A2 1. @ XEIEE, AapHibRER
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AR YR — D R T X MBS BUA T RIR . IR L “RFRREREAR” .
“PRATIROCH” , X FFIEES, W AR R AL AT ISR RS ERE . ORI
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i A BEMT RN . R ENRAER G, — MEGaRMESECR, 8RRz Y], #E
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HWEE b ORI, BamE AL FATE AR AR Y E 2R T EA S X FE T ) IR A . i
] PR HEAR S X AR R A B R AT B4R UL, 3 R B R FE AN R AT AT A0 S5 P 1 1 T 2
T, FERCT — R OB e S TE AR AL . BRI S LT AR B B TE LS, — X AR


https://www.lwejournal.com/

Journal of Literary Writing and Evaluation Vol. 2, No. 1, 2026 https://www.lwejournal.com 27
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WX BRI 2 ) PR, W5 Mg =8 NMeRRIBZHIN, AR, Mg i
ZIRERFRER, BABRIA R, T AR E RS HE A BN E g S
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NORGA BRI IR, FEX — RS TUERRREIE, 18 TRUIRE S TR HI&7,
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Tl 7 8 5 A D9 — R FE AL RS B B TR . ERZIMR 7R, B — R RSSO T ARAIME
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