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Title: Life, Death, and the Deep Ocean: A Review of Daniel Kraus’s Whalefall

Abstract: Whalefall by American author Daniel Kraus is an outstanding work of contemporary
maritime literature. Centered on the protagonist Jay’s desperate struggle for survival in the deep
sea as he searches for his father, the novel interweaves father-son emotional redemption with
reflections on nature and ecology. In terms of narrative strategy, the novel adopts a dual structure
that intertwines claustrophobic narration and flashbacks, effectively heightening emotional
tension and narrative suspense. In its construction of imagery, Kraus establishes a multi-layered

imagery system centered on the sperm whale and supplemented by other marine creatures such
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as the giant squid, subtly transforming natural phenomena into literary symbols that embody
familial affection, life, and ecological themes. In its thematic exploration, the novel deeply
inquires into the essence of family bonds, the meaning of life, and ecological symbiosis,
achieving an organic unity between individual emotion and grand universal themes. While
inheriting the literary tradition of Western writings on whales, the work also makes innovative
breakthroughs and presents a unique charm that integrates scientific perspectives with
humanistic concerns. It thus provides meaningful references for contemporary sea literature
writings and conveys to the public the values of revering life and safeguarding marine
ecosystems.
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