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Title: Teaching Materials and Pedagogical Practices in Chinese Heritage Languages Schools in
Italy: An Analysis Based on the ECCO-Italy Project

Abstract: As the Italian Chinese community continues to grow, Chinese heritage language
schools have become an important component of the educational landscape for students with
immigrant backgrounds. These schools not only undertake the teaching and maintenance of the
Chinese heritage language, but also profoundly influence students' bilingual development
trajectories and their cognitive and academic growth. Drawing on the findings of the PRIN 2022
PNRR ECCO-Italy (Education of Children of Chinese Origin in Italy) project, and employing
methods including interviews, observation, and document analysis, this paper systematically
examines and analyses the historical development of Chinese-language schools in Italy and the
use of teaching materials within them. The study divides Italian Chinese-language schools into
two developmental phases—the first generation (late 1990s to early 2000s) and the second
generation (2007-2019)—revealing an evolutionary trend in textbook selection from diversity
toward consolidation. First-generation schools displayed a variety of approaches in their choice
of textbooks, including Zhongwen, Hanyu, and Yuwen; whereas second-generation schools have
increasingly gravitated toward the nationally unified Yuwen textbook used in mainland China,
motivated not only by its systematic nature and authority, but also by family expectations, the
need for transnational educational alignment, and the principle of “synchronisation.” During the
COVID-19 pandemic, the rapid expansion of online teaching further reinforced the dominant
position of the Yuwen textbook, while also driving a shift in Chinese-language education toward
digitalisation and platform-based delivery. The study finds that Chinese-language education in
Italy is situated within a dynamic equilibrium shaped by both “ocalisation” and “standardisation,”
and that textbook selection represents not merely a pedagogical decision, but a reflection of the
deeper logics of social identity, cultural transmission, and transnational educational strategy.
Keywords: Chinese heritage language schools; Chinese-language education; textbook research;
Yuwen; localisation; Italy
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Z ABRIBS HER

S 5 R I S 5 R AR — R OE 28Y, HH e TR RAEEES .
TEE PRk, KRV LR R ERIEER, AN complementary schools 5
supplementary schools, 1 ¥ NAEIERIFRIEU Saturday schools B weekend schools  (Blackledge &
Creese, 2010; Cushing et al., 2024; Li, 2023; Lo, 2012) ; fEH KF|E, @EITHIARIEZ community
language schools; THAESEEFINER, W H H heritage language school iX—3KiA (He, 2004, 2006;
He & Xiao, 2008) -

IXEHLI CAE RIS 5 B NREIE . MR Homberger 55 Wang (2008) 25k, FriBfekiEs, &
FRULTE S 5 HAG P A ARBIE S . B LRE B RABMIES, e UREREESH
MIEAEH . BEAHFEFIES R EDMET Hr b 2 £ R IE S —MiES .

F IR SE R BRI FE AL T AR I M. — 7T, 2B S ABUA TR complementary
school %—ME&x: 53— 7T, i H BTN B AR E heritage language school X —ARiE. Fois R
FIFPFRIE, SRR — M OIES, REZESHUAASIAMHAL N EEZSE . 1EW He (2017) f
SRR, ALARIE S 5 ) SRR A R E X — AR IERIET T, MR AR ARIETZ N .

AR FHERVIAE 1990 FAGRZB D K RE: FHHCR RN 2 Wang (1996) XT3 EF
RALHE S RPN QI TAE. R, BHE 21 HHaf—MNHER, XSy — B i
445 (Brinton et al., 2008; Montrul, 2009) . JRETJLHERIS TiE 2R, (AR TR R
PSR ——JC 2 S 26 i #% BAL B G 0 A B 27 A —— AT A Bk Z R NIRRT 1B XS IR LAY
(% R UK IR AT B

=\ BRAEBFLAKE S 2R TR

FEAGARIE S ER T, JUH RSO F U, A SCERAT iR (0 2250 3= B4 b T A
DI UMM S, R X KLU0 R AR ES, MR AAOEE B FT A,
B AR 2 AN 522 S 200208, i, Liu 55 Tan (2025) #1357 R EFASHANZE (0
ANELAS) o By SR PG AR 2 AR SO S I ZOA F R, VRRRE S SRR (2025) A T ok AR
BREER IRk, MXIEES TEZE (2025) WERETREIGEFEENES 5SHUE
G, ML N, ERITIES S, XA EESR TIIEEK, Fil2REMIER. 5 Wang
(1996) Xf 3 FE 4 E P SCERGEATBER SR R RIVERF FL LKk, RESE RN T IRBOE S
XA IEMENLA] . B14n, Blackledge 5 Creese (2010) 7EHAFTEE AN AR AT 1, INT 2
MR P BT SR (BB AN @ TE ) 04 BT 2 TR 70 SR AR T 3L [EHE S N i s e A (L,
20065 Li & Wu, 2008; Li & Zhu, 2014) . 52 fl, Agnes Weiyun He [ 77t 3= B L Hp 7E 35 [
MIHEC2RE (He, 2004, 2006, 2015)
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2024) .
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BE— PR ORI 2 B TR S TN CAs A, i S UR (Brigadoi Cologna, 2023) M
MARBRBNE 5 i N RILHNE S BRI M BN X — G777 .

RER LRTTER, 2015 25 AR UL 14T BRSO I R RGERT L. TR G,
BEWS M (2015) FEh e AR AR T E 2%, (HHE o0 R T2 prik i m 5
.

ASCIERAEX 5 TR, 23 PRIN 2022 PNRR ECCO-Italy GEAFIHER T L #E ) HH 1
VIR TR o ZIH B bR Z — X B RRE A & RS 5 BN BT 59 R I & . o
TR ET HES OREEAFKFEAR Mt GERMEER) QMRS BR
N AR NG 75 s CA RS M A 2 H A B . AT 2B RIE T X AR AT
PUBAFKM VIR WEWRE, LI A T RO 4 [ 2 A X 10 K SR EA T 1) St 42

DUhnZEse N SC5#8 Scuola di cinese (Bergamo)

DU 2Lk B SC 545 Associazione Interculturale Yong’en (Bergamo)

& JE W12 FBE - Associazione culturale cinese Boyue (Bologna)

i UL 4R B H 2R Huaxia Associazione Culturale italo-cinese (Brescia)
2 1L 18 158 Associazione il giardino dei libri di Boze (Fucecchio)
B BB % 5 35 SC2AAR Scuola cinese Yanhuang (Sesto Fiorentino)

FBAS Bk BB b SC22458 Associazione Interculturale Yong’en (Napoli)

P FCRE9E#HE Centro Interculturale Bimbi Felici (Prato)
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B Oy iR EE = 22 KE Associazione Culturale Cinese Zhonghua (Roma)

) B A 0 [ 42 8. Tonghua Institute (Trieste)

YW WNHIHT#E  Associazione culturale Zhixin (Verona)

YT oN e N BT RRIE S 2 Scuola di lingua Qiusuo della Camera di Commercio dei
cinesi d’oltremare di Verona (Verona)
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2007 2 2019 FfE KM ARG D B2 K SR B . MRSCHRTE T, FAAE 1990 4
A HCERBOE R CIT AR R0, T BT 3T A R It SO TVR IR FE A H . R 2011
SRR 2015 IR T B AL AR BT, B S RS S0 2 I HAFAE RSO KT, ECCO-
Ttaly T H (38 25 AIE S 70X — i H AT BRI A SO 4G 78 A, Hopir 2 R 1E 2007 4
£ 2019 fE[A] BAL I o

XK IAIE S RIESCFRMNE, HAMER IR AN 2. TEKE, B, #2Pe
B RS R EAA G LA, R IR 5 S X R NI T IR R N 2%, AR AT BRI
SR T2 U X ) 2 A

HHEBKIATRR BRI R EEA, JUHRALCEM R T i RS — A
R RO 2 e B S AR, IR ATERE S (A L T —F H a5 B R, R TR A
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2018, 2021, 2023) Framifift), HEESERAGIEMRA 7 ANREE BB R GESC) #b1,
HI o [ 55 20 A B BOIT A 280k
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R-BHMRAE RGN, R REAREIER ", bRl GRS Py — B8, 4™
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X —BBIEAR L HAEZ VIR ER TR R ZUTMRKSEINER, 2HFRERD
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MUTRAFT DU, SRRV 2 S AR AR SO £ b 2l TR A GBS ok el s AT
HUEEMBL . SR @I LR 2 — SRS R R AT k. R, A MR
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CFREH. Bk, 2025; B FRE, 2024) o SR, X% 5 K30 B LT IR 4E £ 25
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2020 SR E LM E, BRSO RA, ORI SO A TSGR R . S
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PRI B VF 2R A RS T O HA AR AR SCE R, X ) AE ECCO-Italy T H 5215
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RT3 URIE R sh el sn 2 b B 5.
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HF TR A BRI 4 (AR
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