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Abstract: Zhang Yurong’s recent works have been hailed as a significant advancement in
contemporary Chinese sea poetry. He transformed the "conquest" discourse of oceanic writing,
articulating a vision of life equality through reflections on the relationship between fish and
fishermen, thereby expressing deep ecological ethical awareness. The “nothingness” evoked by
the death of fish in his poetry reshapes the image of the sea in human perception. However,
rather than adopting an anti-humanist perspective, he maintains a naturalist stance, aligning with

the objective historical and experiential logic of humanity. Placing humans and fish in a state of
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conservation, he issues warnings and reflections against technicism, continuing the ecological
wisdom of ancient Chinese thought. Faced with the entangled and conflicting relationships
among sea, humans, and fish, he draws back to traditional Chinese culture, connecting with the
“harmony” philosophy. Through poetic depictions of the sea and species, the imaginative labor
of metaphorical writing, and empathetic perspectives, he achieves a speculative construction of
marine ecological ethics.
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