
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Sun Rong Liu Qingyuan     Sun Ao

 

nancysun2012@163.com

qingyuanlovely@qq.com

964190154@qq.com

Title: A Study on Children’s Moral Metaphor from the Perspective of Linguistic Semiotics 

Abstract: This study is grounded in Saussure’s linguistic semiotics, offering a semiotic 

reinterpretation of metaphor. It systematically explores the symbolic nature of metaphor, its 

generative mechanisms, and its dynamic role in children’s moral cognitive construction. The 

research establishes an analytical framework from both static and dynamic dimensions. The 

static dimension focuses on symbolic similarity at the lexical level and symbolic iconicity at the 
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syntactic level, uncovering the linguistic-structural foundation of metaphor generation. The 

dynamic dimension, through empirical analysis of fables, investigates how children actively 

construct moral metaphors during meaning interpretation, demonstrating the plurality and 

subjectivity of their moral judgments. Based on theoretical elaboration and empirical findings, 

the study further proposes pedagogical suggestions, both theoretical and practical, for utilizing 

metaphorical resources in international Chinese education, to cultivate children’s moral thinking 

and judgment abilities. 
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Figure 1: The Hierarchy of Language Symbols 
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Figure 2: The inter-subjective construction and circulation model of metaphorical meaning 
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Figure 3: Static Mechanism of Metaphor Generation 
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Table 1: Statistical Analysis of Metaphorical Inference Patterns 
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