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Title: History and Frontiers of Literary Geography Studies: An Interview with Professor MEI Xinlin

Abstract: This is an interview with Professor MEI Xinlin of Zhejiang University of Technology, which covers
the following topics: 1) The origin and definition of literary geography; 2) The theoretical construction and
research approaches of literary geography; 3) The current research status and future trends of literary
geography in China. As for the origin and definition of literary geography, Professor MEI, integrating the
developmental trends of Chinese and Western literary geography with his own academic experiences and
innovative explorations, addressed the logical starting point for establishing a Chinese New Literary
Geography with an autonomous and innovative system, the profound influence and referential significance of
Western spatial theory on Chinese literary theory, and the similarities and differences between literary

geography and cultural geography, thereby clarifying the disciplinary orientation of literary geography.

Received: 09 Sept 2025 / Revised: 13 Apr 2026 / Accepted: 17 May 2026 / Published online: 30 May 2026 / Print published:
30 Jun 2026.



JGSS Vol. 1, No. 1, 2026 https://www.gssjournal.com 153

Regarding the theoretical construction and research approaches of literary geography, he briefly introduced
the design logic of “General-sub Concept”, the construction and evolution of “Three Originals”, the academic
framework of “Dual Space” and “Triple Spatial Model”, and the potential application of geographic
information technology in literary research from the critical practice dimension. At the end of interview,
Professor MEI summarized the research status and development of literary geography concerning four major
imbalances, the top-level design and research progress of National Major Social Science Foundation Program
he directs, and the disciplinary value and practical significance of literary geography. His insights on the above
topics will enrich the scope of researches on literary geography home and abroad.

Keywords: literary geography; disciplinary orientation; theory construction; research approaches; future
development
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