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Abstract: During the transition period leading to Hong Kong’s handover, the Yilin (Forest of
Art) supplement of the 7a Kung Pao established a classical cultural field. Based on textual
analysis, this study finds that Yilin’s strategy operated on three main fronts: first, it popularized
specialized academic content, balancing scholarly rigor with readability; second, by
systematically presenting the people, arts, and history of Lingnan culture, it forged a localized
connection between Hong Kong and Chinese culture; and third, it maintained a distinctive
position among similar supplements, cultivating a stable and consistent identity. Furthermore,
serving as a platform for an academic community, a bridge for public cultural education, and
a medium for constructing cultural identity, Yilin participated in Hong Kong’s academic and
cultural activities. Through sustained cultural immersion, it deeply engaged in the
construction of a Hong Kong Chinese identity, providing an indispensable emotional and
cognitive foundation for a smooth transition.
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Figure 1. Proportion of themes in Yilin
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