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Abstract: Spolsky’s Rethinking Language Policy (2021) is the culmination of his 40 years of
research in the field of language policy. The book proposes a significant advancement in
theoretical framework based on its iconic three-element model of “language practice, language
belief, and language management”: through the deconstruction of the traditional nation-state
centered perspective, it shifts the starting point of language policy analysis to individual
speakers. Spolsky systematically examines language practices, beliefs, and planning efforts at
the individual, family, institutional, community, government, and even supranational levels
through extensive global cases, profoundly revealing the complexity, dynamism, and chaos of
language policies, and emphasizing the decisive role of nonverbal factors in them. This book
provides an “authoritative guide” for language policy research, but there is still room for
improvement in terms of theoretical analysis depth, interpretation of the ontology of “named
language”, presentation of binary oppositions, and linguistic diversity of citation sources. As
one of the pioneers of contemporary language policy research, Spolsky deeply reflects,
expands, and reshapes his decades-long academic accumulation in this book, challenging
traditional paradigms and advocating for a more integrated and dynamic perspective to
understand the formulation and implementation of language policies.

Keywords: language policy; language management; digital context; individual speakers; non-
linguistic factors

Author Biography: Fang Yu, instructor at Guangzhou College of Commerce International
College, Master's degree from the University of Edinburgh. Research interests: language policy,

international Chinese education. E-mail: fangyu722@jicloud.com.

—. 5§

TEVE S BUR 5k A, (Aghis « B 73 (Bernard Spolsky) Jo%E /& B A BFEM = L
Fo d (BEFBURE) (Language Policy, 2004) Fl (iEFEH) (Language Management, 2009) %5
HEEEZ G, Wk T 2021 4 7 HEH 01E GESBORHE %) (Rethinking Language
Policy) o IXEBEAEAE N A B A  fe BL5 50T, S aE ek ) e A B A =R R, N
E RN T WA EE AR RHE R BRE S BOEE

AR, WHRZOAET “HEE” o BRI R R BT IR ZI Y, g
Giu AT R, IR — UK EZE IR m) . i S BURHH N E AL SR UE SN
HO B E A, R BIROWH) . DAMA SR v . X — 338 B AE AP Ul 4218 5 BURia e
2 Z IR BB 5L, AR AT [ X2 TH G & BUREAEMELLZE 8. 1hAh, b5k R o
TARTE E R RAETE & BURHE 5 S8hE h S AEH, T8 VAR5 EXPiEF R “iEF o7
(linguicentrism) K[ A%

KRB AN GE S BOEHEE) 7 2R, B AR R AE 5 8 5
Hig, WHETHEBESHE, WTERREER. 2EETHRABFESRMAE R, DLLHTES



114 Journal of Language Situation and Language Service Vol. 1, No. 1,2025  https://www.Islsjournal.com

PR SEERAOACAIPE PP A o AR 00T i BAE B A . J7 5B GRS SE B R /R 7 T R ik, JF
X PR A SR IR MRS H At R

—. XEARHR

(ESBORHEES) £Bh R 14 DN EHM, SN, ZE™E, BRERARN 7iE
HBUR IS A T A% LG

(—) 5liE: EFECRTIIRESHEER

PEA R HIRAZ D ORI S 1R S B = R R, iR E ek, IS EMAE S EH. R
M, BEASE “fHEE” ZAET, Bl T BMEREIUNR, KA AR E E T o AL, Ak
fegt E RN RIEER

EE A, Wik e e IR et 7 IR E L7, SRR S BOR AR
THEF, W2 “E TR AN REFENRIRAE R o higd, Br TiES ARG, W
B, NP, BORAERE. W AT, RN, EEpp . EERARG. AT SRR S
PIE, #RATREXTIE 5 Hfid. 18 5 I 215 5 BOR MR AT AL P R R R . X — LA 9T,
1915 5 BRI U T 2 48, PFRL 755 AN Z M.

(=) MU B2 WL T8 5 BUR B 5

SEF I E 2 HAA I T MO R W2 8, WAMEBAE B TG, B2 3 R SIAS R 1 A=
o

WOMZI 5 1-2 8D« REMENZERE . Mrpdi LR m “ 8 Mo k" )t egss, WK
“ T IUE DLE SO 5 BURON D SR s AL GEROR BT o At s AR 52 2 1 5 UK A R Al
MEEESE. Sl RIRESMKEIEFESF, AWHBA S IESE, S25IE5BERNE,
R AL X BE B E R R FE R AR . FKIEPN B S 4R R E E NI

TR 5 3-6 %) = AR, #IX. B, AN (. =¥, Byr. S MZE
BN LR . BRI “DURTRERSE RIEFEHE” , RERXRESEZHSBL. ZH]
M 2. X AP I8 TE 5 SN EE 5 LR EE S 2 IEHURANZE B B 45 3R A 0
B BUR ™ A 2

OB SR (58 7-10 ) o DEh&d/RmfE R/ M) Jykam, PRI R X
BB BEXEG . AHRKRIESHG, ULES TR R . (FERE, 5B K
NUEFFAERATFERBN TR, BEHBUR AR o0 3L, MRS . 5
WG T IRAE RTINS BB L S 2 DA R, AR DO B AR 7T

FRJZRME: WA EGEFTATE CGE1-1358) o HES 11-13 B4 1 10 5O E 508 5 B
Ko BT DL “EUEAET 7 ONE R, ZIE S REEMBCRN “ 2 MuEF R Y R fr R
o ANy, DM NI fUE 5 PR 22 2 05 S BOR MA T GBD B X BRI sEshE, (HIF
i th AN RIKEZ R E S BER AN EES 5% .

g CGE 14 %) « BRHRRERERNERME. AR —8 “PHIRHEE" f, Bkt s
H, HTIESECREAMI AN R “RELHE” , AR SR PP RFEE “ B
H5HEEB%E” , @eERGHEIRL . BN RETRIEEMBNEIE 2. ST BRI . SKiE



Journal of Language Situation and Language Service Vol. 1, No. 1,2025  https://www.Islsjournal.com 115

T A BN ARORRH 17 352 P B0 i 00

= TFRERA

GESECRHESE) B HE 2R AEER S, EAMOEHeREER R ER, B
st B 5 BB ()R SO B IERIRAL .

(—) DAy /0, MR 8 PERLS

b R A O B B M T R AE T 52 HEORE 1 5 BSOS 20 T B0 S D O ) R (] 5 1) Bl MR P A Ak 33t
W . WAL B e, AR« B R i RIS, R P s O [ 53 5
o RV IR G R AN MY A, 215 S BURMT A — IR EEERY, AUZHR
R, T RANE F BRI L B R IR ZNAEE . ) “ B B N7 B2 TR E BUR
AT R 2 B —AR—I EARVE . Beah It S 1R & S8k oA MEAU G FH B SRe /1. 18
FEMAMERER, R T MRS FHER SR AP RREMEER, (ERATER 5 BT E X2
[HI )38 & BURIEATME LA ZE 2K

W W o s S BUR MO — N B 44E N R4 (Complex Adaptive System, CAS) , 3R FH
ELMEEZ) . WIS BHGUFEAE R X ERETE 5 BOR R E AR B R, T
FEFFEEI . SEIPERT . AN S R AR .

[FIS, HrpcdiEsid X2 ER 30, B L T 5 T 7S, R
LB sehn. ZMAEIER 2 LR MBUA ISR P s, Bl ERMERINTES
BOR, sRRAEHE. XS 5HXNE S RANEMENEE. R FHARN IR, E504H
AR A IR R B, TN 1 AR DU AR 5T AR I AR B IR AN ER

(=) RWESEHIW SRS

W R AR UL oy IR S B 4EEEHEAT VR ABHIT, SRR IR R . B BT R
BUFAT N, MR NMEEZEHR. ZERNEREHER. SH 7w HNiE 58 BN
AL, MEBIEERESEENEZEME, BHERRE. X SRR T BEAMEEAE T S E T S
P S AL SR FE4T A (Jingzhen Liu & Manchun Dai, 2024) . & 5 BURIFAE—57 kiR, FHE
ST RFEE B MR AT L], AR IEIE 5 A A 3) 28BS 1) 52 b R8UR REAT S i . X b [
FE—HARNE ESIRE MSA Rl E T Ak,

HHRER S, M 2 AT RAMB IR S A NN E R R TR L R

15555 2 MRS W L [ & E S5 (Kress, 2009) , FFRTIEMEMOCE I . #E88A&. A
TR RE LB TE F BURRIRIZ N . hifie 7 Bl & 5o, HLE Eriom. Sk 5iEE

i W VA B AE S AE XORHE B 5 700, A5 2L Ee S B AU RTIE %
(=) BWFAHRE SRR 58 A RS
Wrip e S AE B RO SR WY SO R Y, 1 S BURAS BT AL SRR )18 5 R R, i
AL S AP EIR h E5E . bt “EF ORI T ANBL R, Bus. &
Tr g AT RS A2 AR F R RS S BOR B RN, & 2 U 7 ) HOR TR
RS AR, 13I8 5 BURW SRS B 2 3 5 A A R BEAT VR EE XS 1 .
X WA T B e B AR R OR (T8 5 B FOR A [ (118 5 AR, B A R S



116 Journal of Language Situation and Language Service Vol. 1, No. 1,2025  https://www.Islsjournal.com

FRIELS (Wang, 2022) « XEIREWIFAE FEMENLT ¥ KUFF. BUAY. Pk,
HBE A7)y AR AL AR U ) BRI T vk, AT RIS A gL, DURAR O R SkkdR
BRI

(M yEE5H: N “EERIEE” B B m”

B s R Rz a) s &, EEBCRE —MERBZERNAES R
gi. Mg “ERIBCR e, AR “EERIVEZ” (40 Ricento and Hornberger ,
1996) , gt — M E e IS 5 BORAT R “BOhR 7 g, RBUHREL A R IR e “ sl
H 7 WoRE — M BORHTIRAN . MR KA. sGHmHED—F, eilEHER
BURRI N RS . BANHERA I B IOCR . BRI DIRE. 78 J& IV 2 A BRI .

“CEERFEAT BmRE M. AN RN BPHRRTT R, IR RSB E R
JETH, RIEHEENT —E. B RREARZRNBEERE .. 5% SBERNA R B, Hi
RRER T — AN BSL )R “ARFIBUR 2 7 TR R N B EOR A A AZ DAL, fE 7R
WAE IR AL 5 oM. B BRI — D REARYERY . R PR BER AR

CIRERIEA” wla TGRS E 0T, E TN IR B M 2 4T B C S
W7 JEN T TR B, BN N BE A 1 B 5 2 Bk A R B AR AN 1 T RS
R RBCRR “ BJScmgi” , BMERXAS IS RELT E 40, R 7IEFH B @ AR i
i

(T JHREE 5 35 I E6)

WA o — B 38 S8 RAE T A AU WL LR BT FEA S 1 8 Mo Wi i e AU a8 T A
. FERHE R4 X TES. A3 EEETAEE NS0, eHEREZ
PR SHE2F0E, WEREN. FFEHEXLFY EEHaS k. B 5EHEE, L
TR [ 21 2 TH A8 5 AR 5 BOR . A A1 CGIED . R, S, R EEHB X)) i 21 o T Y
=M, BREKN L EEFSAIDRRRIE S, ORGSR TIER Uk . XM AR =
EEE, AMGESE THEFEORISEE R0, WO FRA 7 HEEARSE T1ES MR FEEER.

LN TSI ewi e

RE (ESBOREE) BAEZ A, PO NZOE8H) “BUBERTE 7, HizBER )y
I3 1 — AR 2 [

F—, HiEw ERERE. ZA RGeSO 1 I R T BURM LAt , R RGEE
(ethnography) FIiEE/HT (discourse analysis) P42 )5 H ik (Hult & Johnson, 2015) . iXLEfff
FLITVERER 18 BB IR TR E AN [F) 2 4 0] ()i s, B REE & BUR 2 Wi i il . AR . ST, R
GBI, AT A i R B R R ) M RE S ME S 2 B IR BRI E BN i TR . ReES5 X
SCHT YRR FUREAT BRI, BRI A ) — AN s

B, “WwREET FN. s EiE TfEA “9EFE” (linguistic repertoires) M AE “dr 44 i
57 (named languages) KR IEFTUR, WA “MEET” B2 HFAETEHESHEINERESE
M, SRZAMKE BRIt SR, X — 32 11l & BURWE RN & AT fe 2 — A “MH ek i 1
fE” (Soler, 2023) . HHE&NE RIS EN, wTaed TR S KARRIAL, JFalfesy



Journal of Language Situation and Language Service Vol. 1, No. 1,2025  https://www.Islsjournal.com 117

T8 X P ) g ot /1 A R 5 R AV 4R R B IR I BOR ) Rt “BLRME D o A
B REMH “i4iEs " T8, WENE T /S S BORSUIRE &S “aaiEs” 7o
BRI o

F=, BN RS BUARZ R TR B Wi i R 5N R W E 12 T T B MR /),
1 FL [ A 3l G T R 5 BO7E SEBR ORI 8 FIPAT R IG Bk, afie “JRZRiE BBl o IR
R ERES B AT B BURSR R 2 — MM (Soler, 2023) o Uh4h, RE W ATENIES
EHFIR AN TSSO 2= 24k, (AR 5% R REGA 45 4RI 2 40 Bl e 42 7
. 15 A AR R S E K BUAL . IR #R. SRR AR UL AL S B R 7 5
K. BRBIE S LR BB S5 MBUA RS, AU “TipR i 8 “xex”
FITRE 5 A R 1)

SV, IeR LM RIS 51 RIEN R PR . BRI W B SO TR R E B BUR IR R, JF
S %2 R FRAH BLORIRE,  EARAE 5 rhodsd s EE RO S M E T, DR e B T AN R & AT 1
Wi, ARE—E R LT “MESEE” ‘S ER” “ABEmTS5HE TN E” &
JORISL e IXARELIE FRIRTLL, FEREFRRRE LBHAS TR AR R IE B BORE N — R A TR
LG R o

IR, S FTE 5| RIS P B AR RS SOk, 7EKIL 45 WIS H SOk, AR08 CRIEEE IR
AR X — BRI mAE, ) AE S ARG AR G rp R B AR TR, SRR E S
(Soler, 2023) . ESRULASMZMI) 1R H —KMRH, (HX P MK T —E s . K%
MBI, ASAT G 5 SR e Z iR B R SRR ISR o TER RN
RN, 2 M AR R BRI T IR . AUEEI AT A, fER SRR ER b ED MBS E
B M, W o R BE R 0 5 A R B ROROR (nZESE, 20145 BKE,
20100 , RIfiZ% T —LfEfEm WM BERE,  AIMASH A T 2518

I 4

fHaNEE « stk i) GESBERHEE) B R AMERAARENE, TR SR Z 1
B BRGUR IO TS 18 o e B R TTHRAE T S ks 1 35 B i A 00 A5 K RO [ R e 72
FIROWA A AU TEE, JECLRTITARA R, B R Rk, R T S BRI R, 3
SVERNRIEE . AR AETE 5 RER KGRI, R g I E 0BT RS, DNiE S BRI LR
BT AT . B, Frh B 20 R EREpl, S ah 1338 DA A0 e HR Sl o B 0 A0 i
B, AgETER.

SR, AFN— BRI BRI B, BB SR N RIRYE . fEERIRE TS
I, EEZHEI T BT, MARRANIZIR a7 My X “anfins " AR
PHE ML A, AT REAE SEBZ A R BARA B X AR B, REER & RIRE
SR M AR £S5 SO T, X RS SORIEIA BROGIE, MRS 1 SR A AL (1
WEAhEES . AN, RE BB TRINE SBORN R 261, EAZIMN S ZWEN, JIRAEE
SR IOx SR .

BWEZ, Wik QB SECREEE) REARAEN S — B . AR E 5 B



118 Journal of Language Situation and Language Service Vol. 1, No. 1,2025  https://www.Islsjournal.com

SURBEAT R AR B AN R B, SR ARORBIE TE T [ 4R 5 o X LE B TR 11 5 BOR S5
ENASVERREALRAAE, FAERIR R “ESIEBOR” » Mk, BBMIRHEALIFEERY, EFHK
SIS QT T R AE T S AR B E o b BEAR R B AIVE TR 06 B o LA R B S A T
XA I BT B R sk () GRS BOREREE) AMUE— 8 AREE, B —hX R
KAE FBORAE WL AR, H R ORE RS 5] S0 5 BORDE FCIE R8T K=

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Conflicts of Interest: The author declares no conflict of interest.

References

Cooper, R. (1989). Language Planning and Social Change. Cambridge University Press.

Hult, F. M., & Johnson, D. C. (2015). Research Methods in Language Policy and Planning: A Practical Guide. John Wiley &
Sons.

Jingzhen Liu & Manchun Dai (2024). “Rethinking Language Policy”, International Journal of Multilingualism,21(2): 1189-
1195.

Kress, G. (2009). Multimodality: A Social Semiotic Approach to Contemporary Communication. Routledge.

Ricento, T. K., & Hornberger, N. H. (1996). “Unpeeling the Onion: Language Planning and Policy and the ELT Professional”.
TESOL quarterly,30(3), 401-427.

Soler, J. (2023). “Rethinking Language Policy by Bernard Spolsky (2021)”. Sociolinguistic Studies, 17(1-3), 269-277.

Spolsky, B. (2004). Language Policy. Cambridge University Press.

Spolsky, B. (2009). Language Management. Cambridge University Press.

Spolsky, B. (2021). Rethinking Language Policy. Edinburgh University Press.

Wang, Y. (2022). “Bernard Spolsky: Rethinking Language Policy”. Language Policy 21: 621-623.

FFEH (2014) = (CPEBEFHRI=R) o FSERE.

[Li Yuming (2014). Language Planning in China (Vol. 3). Commercial Press.]

A (20100 = (EZE. RIESES: SFBCRERNTIR) o B3R,

[Zhou Qingsheng (2010). Nation, Ethnicity, and Language: A Comparative Study of Language Policies. Yuwen Press.]



