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Title: “Pirate Empire”: Geopolitical Metaphor in Treasure Island

Abstract: Written by Robert Louis Stevenson in 1883, Treasure Island is far more than a simple
juvenile adventure novel. It stands as a literary microcosm of the rise of Britain’s maritime
hegemony, global colonial plunder, and geopolitical power struggles in the 18th century.
Centered on the fictional Caribbean Treasure Island and structured around a quest for treasure,
the novel condenses contests for maritime supremacy, the “periphery-center” power structure,
colonial violence, and the logic of wealth plunder into the interest conflicts among different
groups. Grounded in geopolitical theory and set against the historical context of the 18th-century
Atlantic colonial system, this paper analyzes the geopolitical implications of the novel from three

dimensions: spatial geography, subjective power, and interest game. It reveals the work’s
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metaphor and reflection on the legitimacy of colonial expansion of the pirate empire, and
explores the essence of global resource flow and power distribution in the colonial era.
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