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Title: Liang Qichao’s Understanding of Japan as a Maritime Power and the Establishment
of His Identity as a Reform-Minded Intellectual.

Abstract: Before the Meiji Restoration, Japan was deeply influenced by the agrarian civilization
of mainland China, where farming was the lifeblood of the economy and Confucianism was the
official school of learning, and thus Japan was not an ocean nation. Unlike the late Qing
Dynasty’s “Chinese Essence and Western Utility” change, the Meiji Restoration started the
process of Japan’s transition from Asia to Europe, transformed Japan within the circle of Chinese
civilization into a powerful maritime nation. Taking the Japanese elite as his object of study,
Liang Qichao considered how the Meiji Restoration succeeded in transforming Japan into a

maritime power, his understanding of the Meiji Restoration has always been combined with his
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ideal of transforming mainland China into a maritime China. Following the example of the
Japanese Meiji sages, Liang Qichao’s achievements in ideological enlightenment, political
activism, and literary improvement established his identity as an intellectual of the Restoration.
As a Restoration intellectual, Liang Qichao made significant achievements in the construction
of maritime academic culture.
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RIFHESCH], = RANI TS ARG E, il Moy, 8%k, A NEN
Bk, ALK, REACHESENXTIARECES, HAR4ERNEL N, ZREERGRE,
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