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Title: Griot

Abstract: As a core concept in African diaspora studies, “Griot” runs through the inheritance of
indigenous African religious civilizations and the historical evolution of African diaspora culture.
Derived from a French transliteration, the term corresponds to jeli in the West African Mande
language family. Different from the simplistic image of “folk artist” in traditional understanding,
a Griot in its indigenous context is first a religious practitioner who manipulates the spiritual
energy Nyama and a medium communicating with ancestors, and only second a keeper of oral
history and recorder of genealogies. From the court rituals of the Ghana Empire in the 7th
century, to the spirit-inspired recitation of the Epic of Sundiata during the Mali Empire, to the
dormancy, transformation, and revival of the Griot tradition on American plantations after the
transatlantic slave trade, the inner meaning and external representation of its cultural role have
undergone profound religious disenchantment and historical reconstruction. This paper
systematically reviews the Griot’s religious origins, diasporic literary trajectory, and
reconstruction of social functions. It focuses on restoring its spiritual core within the Mande
cosmology and, within a diachronic framework of diasporic movement, analyzes its survival
strategies as it evolved from a religious medium to a secular narrator, cultural healer, and pioneer
of digital media. This study aims to break the de-religious and de-historical flat narratives of
Western anthropology and enrich the theoretical dimensions of African diaspora studies.
Keywords: Griot; religious origins; Nyama; diasporic trajectory; digital Griot
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— 55 MERKZREPFESREER

PRI BOC IR TR R OVElE,  “H LR DU PEARAS £ 1 SK SO BRI 8™, B2 AE
P SCAZ i A ERALIE RS HERE P R AR B B S BAE . T BRI, A I AR AR A 1 [
AR, MAAEENSMEER AR BATHRSEATENPE. g2 Etasmdh, N
A7 AR R ANV A, o B B AR ZINR D B op (R SRR T e N, TR S B SRR A RE
L OEAEE SR RS R

FE2ETEUY, TWEREE MR “BH” (Nyama) KIFSMAER. A% HE B LR
5 RS, AR AR AR, AMs %, (RRidris seRE) BEEADUE il s,
BN T Melig se i i JE B LAREAh AL A AR 3R SIne G A, Sy RS S A R I
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SRFGEAR (Jansen, 2025; Keita, 2025) o ZRIM, #5 KPS Sy it il 1 4% B B JEUAE SR 0k 4% (4 R 2
Wik, ARPRAEEOAESIENE, AR T AR LT a A R G E 1RA S8, 1
BAA BRI R OT R T OO . D ARSR S A AR DI RE

S ERiiN I RN o NS U= =) S tio) /2215 S S DS WNTRB S ) 8 L A i S
MRS GEME, 2023) o BB BEAERTOIRE T RIS B ReRRE . BERR 5 Es:,
NFREBEARMR O A AL R 5 A AF IR B T EEREAS . SR, BRA WF SIS IR0 7 AR
SREAL. LT, R BRI “IRIBIZN” B “ TR R, M 1 HAE RS B )
TRt T, ACEERDUX P, HIEEERE BRI “Ri A" 5 “ A sng”
MISLAR S, ASOFRE LSS, 1 ARSI NE R, WS BIEA R, B3
AR SR, REGRIXSE DGR BRSO AR Fr o SCEIG 1 JoiB i kg LA 2 85
FOUL AR A SR BRI, Ak 20 B HL s K P PR SO I S i 5 s Ta) Ay, b I 0 M 2 ARIE B T Ay i
AT E SN, RARRX LGN FZBR BT SRR =12 .

= BERKREARERLIRER

1% BRSO iR R 2 S R 2 4R S 2R, MR R T E SRR G, HEEE
TEMEEHTHMN FERFRAEIS SOCIZH TR AE XA T, J7 REAS B 78 70 e R

() TR AL N MR A5 A% BB SO SE RS 11 Sk B S BB A7 AE TR U ) A FE ST
Sk 380 A b B — A 3 [ 52 B IF I AR SCAS ™ i, T2 A . Wr e S B I 5k [ 2
5o AR R (81, 2022) o AR SIRETSUE K FME BRI, KRR
PRI T IZ T 2 A, T A E (78 5 R S0 BT EI NG (GHRM, 1996) . 4%
HLBAE BAAR T, RS S AL R . AR BT 5 I GV R TR R A SR, TR 1 “ Al A%
A RGN ER T EhA T (93, 2022) o A1, FERHKIRE, HERK
BNz A A0 (1 5% 7 By 2R —— & R BAT IR 2 A S BAGRYE L o 53 3 A BRIV B 20 55 2
AR B WA HAF N RIS R AR S . 52, BENERSER, ERERE
RRFRERE AT, RS,

(2D FHEFHWH AR EIRRE: KRIILOR, A0 BRI B2 550 7 HoRgUs . 1
fegg SAEA RN T HRHEZE A, M BB S R B\ A ) B IR PEAFAAE——AR T TR RES VA Il A
SR JUSSMENRE. BEREREN S, RS EERN, &EREUREEST
Prén S HIBE s RE R “ B3 o R RS LRI R Sl SR eRE L, gl b
WA EFEARBMERMESE, NSRBI R XM R R R AR AR —R
S, MR TR LA S BUR A% O R PR AOAR B .

SRR, paARRESCRe b T AL AYA R SR OCERIFIERMALE SO Z K
BEANELNESSME . SERAENEHE SR P 7RG S M, BIRIERIN A
et EESFFEARLRERA, HREBLTTWEES, BT — BREHA IR0 YE R A A
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PR EGNAIE R X —REOERET), NH HGERS KRS ME ke SR pE S T T 45
FHEARZE

(=) AL NES IR IIRE: EI 5P « B2 KIER S /2 BB HESE, v DL
R AR AR At AR TSRS CTEARSULEI R (3 - BTl e & BREE,
20160 o & HLBBTARIE AR TS B 5 ) A, AR AR B S BRI SRAT N, TR 4R R
MK AVEERC ) S50 5 AR T BT OGN . B A R AR LLRE, PE 7B R IE R R KRG
T AR DT A, RE LB A+ DIRE G Gkt . TR RN, A% BB Okl K
FROHRAENGE B OSCA T . 4R TLARDN B & I e BRI DB 2 GBI, 2013) o RIS AU
—MICIZ AT S, ORI EUS A H E B WSCARYR . (BB RS R SR 5] [ R
4 (Valldejuli & Sefcik, 2026; Tatchim, 2025) .

(M0 =i B A A BRI LS 38 BLB AL 2 BRRRHE— 2B IR N B A0 FE [ AR I BUA TR HE
I o AT AL 2 A 5 A Gy Al 1 A €, T YR AR BRI ARV T AR IR T )+
B, TR AR T AR il R (A 26 B O P R BRI BR A . AEHTAE RSN 3, A% RSN (B
T SRR ST HEE R OCR, (HF A &R SO AL SR L. AT R
FPERRRE BN ) 11 Sk Wy A AN B REVPARFAS XA Dk FH A7 1) A P R ) ——— b o o 1
BT AR RS, SeBUAMRAT e BRI RURIET . P NI, X BRAR KON R B L R KK A
w3 7). BN, FEVGARSR ISR IR, A% B B D 7 5 B R A R AR S AR o RARE AR 45
& T RA SR A LR AR A R, RO T ESEEAEIAGHIG E A A
ReJ1 (MIE, 2021 .

=, BRTEHIBKI T B 5 22 F A

1% B BAL G RO B T AEEAE, IFARAARMBISCI A Tl A, g — A e . kS
R EAR SR 52 o 5 R VU PR IR B S 3 A 1A B R R AR R ZU R SRR I A BB BL AR
BHY S M EIERERZT, SEEFR MBI K. A, HRHEEPDERET, M AN ERR
Ao MIERD « HRPHHREWN “BORVEE” B, WHECCIFERIET®E, MRaEM R FifE
bel 55 3 U Z RS E A . 2858 5 A AIE o A% B BAR G0 IR AR X ARt ah 1« X 4ok i 22 ) o 56
THEREM,

FEPRE el — Mo el ) 2 TR) L, A LSRR i S G W8k Sthde. fEm#httig S
PR, HIER SEACTREDV RN TR A Gl FRERE CGVED © IRMmEHE (B2
7)) SERECR AR R T HIEE R R SR SIS G R R 5K, SEui B BUREUPRE
2SN 22 8] 2R R SACEE—— AT AR B e AR AR, 1 “ IR 5 [A 8. (call-and-response)
IRRB 25 R 4 R AL RS R AL, T AE AR UL O S8 B P DR A T IR IE S0 EBSE, T
HOH RH S0 AR S BOE ™ B HOARUT A% B R SR S0 DR U 3 — 2 e e D i el A0 s A B 5
FAH) COWERIL” A, DUHFRE RS CREARILFE” D PRIATE SIS (Strait, 2025) .
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BREZEAERE AL, A% BB AL 210 12 D) BE -8 IR A0 TR A BB O o A TP ) R SR XN 3
B b TR AL A, K FE AR TR RS . Bk TR 4 IRAFIEIINE SR B T ——IX 2
SEERIE RS A O E A T ThReEE A . BIME R L T BB NS5 LR, % H B
() “PIsEspdraE” TR AR 5K RE B B R TR g . 55 B B4R RE DL H A A ) 5 S8 4 B
(E1S 135

EAAEMRZ, KLk FH B 7S o BT Tk, M E S5 7 L AL &
IRz O TR, S b, ZoMEA% BB (R “A HLBAF” , griottes) — ELj& HSkAEGE R E . £E7E
A, LoVEAg B BB SR . 5 )LEIE LT I RINOE, 4R RS B A S 1 B2 .
FERS KPR, Lot R P2 SARPRAL 1B B OCBEAT B3 . Wt AT T I 1 s PRI 2R e 1 Ry e
T, KK B I E AR S, EBERLH K55 57 8 se il 1 IR 2 ST RS AL 326
O H R B RERR SN FEGE, KA SHE R S5Eg s EREERE
(Mbodj-Pouye, 2024) .

HENIAR, otk BB LR R EAR K IEZ D RSB R, BN RS EZE. HaRE,
BB G 1 T 2B AR O AU, MRS BT K B (Mwakalinga, 2025) o 40, ZEN IR
MR 2R 5 G A UE T, A A TR S i) s R H, LR
P B SR 558 R 7 . R AMNREOE T, XL ZIR KON BN Lotk 3 S5 1 S i
A% 0 )& WA B 5% & U IR AR e 5 R0 A XUER 638, O R N 20 PR AT 38 J ST 1 SO A AR
(Price-Spratlen, 2026; Wawire, 2024) . MM [l i AL (KT B BRI AUE & ERmER, 1% B4
AN S A PN EER T, FREBESERNEERNEFE RS,

O, ZACTESE TR B R B S AT A R I SE

12 “HMBE” BT, RN Z U A S R HAE R I FE i AR AR S 1
BEMBEARI, WS T A EEMN FEENSENEEARRTN . #5552 IR 1
WA S B RIIERE ). EARML S RE Y, KBS SR ELIRZER. 15
LR EFH AN ERIRERIHIX, A% BRI R BN B R, POl sE m & B s Hoim R A
Ay “BPMe b5 [ER” (call-and-response) VAL IR E 1 TAEMR SRR, Hds e B0 i/ BHRL EE
BOENYTHE N = AN & W03 SRIE M (Strait, 2025) o SULFEIN, 44CHE N ZRKIELL T 1% B
AL oL O, KNG & R B RFT IO R “A kA ” o BRRESEGESEAHE R
AR IR, T — PR D7 S 2 AR R BRI SO SO, ORI ECE 7E AR A 2 T EATAS
MEMEZ TR (Madzivire, 2025) .

FERE R, W24 T« P Heets B ZEErARMAEE K EERE)  (Digital Griots:
African American Rhetoric in a Multimedia Age, 2011) BCNAER 36 E& & 2 55w N SCERMATHR Y FLFE
MRAENE . HA O TTIRE T4 Gois BB M (o 5 ma ST ¥ DY BOR GRS, RS BARZIAREL
FEREAREARMG S, ReaGWET —BRTIEFEEANNEF BRI, JnlifEBaig “da)”
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BT ROAE (ENEERED , HREE OBz, e 1 Sk LR R =
UK . X —MES BEM A IER DGR S 2 A SE, Gl Bk 5EL, fERT
Il 528 5306idtz, ANIMAE “Hoeis B BN BRI R OO A0 RN Sk S AR it AT
THI A% K R BRI A

“HEZN” X B FRE T DA AR O A RHE . DU RGN (B L)
R, NSO R LR RS AR, TE AR K AR R BN EE . IR ——IX E R R R
HeE R SRR 5 5B R 20 1 ki R SCE BRI . SORIMKRIERE, K& B
SRR W RS B R s T RAEAC BRI “ K7 IBHICIZ . W T S
Mgk Jr. ERFHRGEEREE) ANMWAERERET, REHIN “HEES” AR
WAy R LB RIAEE GRELE, 2018) « MATERLAER B AT 1015 5 5 B N IE, Sl DA™ Fd g
TRAF AL RN ARICAZ SRR . RBERM B SR, SR EO &N SO R
HEEAR AUFE R G, B2 DL “HHal” RAEN F v @A ——FE 7y B 5T
REW g, HMBRERHEILIZ, R PRI AR R CRIRR & 251, 2022) . b
RAEFR A RS, EIRZR G IS mEcE BT RE MR &7 s, Bk, Hok
MARE SR ARB R R, TR IR ZE U R KA.

BUPHARIIN NP F T T 1 SRR SR I 25 R . OB LU “ 25 [EAL R AR 1 B 3 15 7K
JEP P BERALBEAN, BN ECER AT A% BB (Apiyo, 2026) 5 FLASHE A NIFA 2 A Bh 4
HIBCT SRS 2R, 2tz AR S0 A 45 (Babalola & Sedisa, 2025) . 5 HGIHPER L “Hs BTy
P R ARG T SRACE . X UMEE R S B AN EEARRS, AEE
B AL IR IR T 2B AR TR (Kotut et al,, 2024) , SEIL T AL G0 AR B i UACHT 78 T A
A REAL

JUER BB R RA R EAR M E S E L, RG22 ENEE . 5k, BEREt
ST B RTIR SRR TR R . R, TSk AU R B A 1 5 1 SR AR M 5 550 BT R 0 IR A
L Ge (BT SCARE FOEME LA S 3. R S SRRSO ER (H4E, 2022) . #HE,
Pk sopbA By (A2 s 22 34 0 1 I SR ERAE I MERE (Mandey et al., 2024)

SEONARAS 0 R B2 F 75 7 rp ol 2 GRS . Bl AR ER R KT i BBk AT Rom Htk . %
PisAG P AR, KBRSy “ BRI IRIMZEN” , Wi 17 HAE RSt 4% =] 5 3 58 3 Ak BTk
PN, T AR USRI S T . RSB — B, RGN IR %
ZHHIRAMA (Vanyoro, 2024) , O FATHGERIGERIR A, SLREJEMA I UA R, &5 HE
BPTRE N SCW % (Makhedama, 2026) .

R EIR WG BA 2 EIRIEE L WSCRT A EE, BUAGERR A I O Sk AR e il v 2k,
AR T L A A AR S S AN Y (Odularu et al., 2024; Fagbe et al., 2024) ; MAEREER FE A E
B b BRI RO B R S R0 . EAE AN T 4L (Brown & Valcin, 2025;
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Nyakabawu, 2024) ; MSCHAXTIE AR, IRABEFURS BB EEREFT B R 0 8 LI AR ZEWT,  HEs)
SIREZ UL ESESIAE (Akpor et al., 2026) 3 MASEHMES, I EEIARNIE SRS
KRB IhRE, WA T —FE N TR A SRR TR (BIE, 2021 .

I S5iE
1% BB PR IRER A T AR TR BOCIIA R S s . AR 218 S B i s i
SRHUERTE], RIS KPR P RS A M A A s, BB B R S R AR T g A
AT, A BLBRSCHL T MR RIAS . WA R A i . B2 FrPARESELE T4, #OAE
THW RO SHLRE . SRECR BRI HA AR RSB, 1Sk iRp AL SR LRI %

QR E], BTN BGE 1T H AR S A A I
AT, A% R RIS AR I S SOR I B R AR B AR, (HIX 2R
B LA AR B E T . RROFFON NI LERETRAL: HEREZ 2R, @R EENM S 7
AT N AL kARG FoRiats TRACTERI S LINERL A DL E Bl Ak 2R DT s SO I Skt
GELLEAT ST ST s HEBD S B ATNE R IR o MEARE RS B R R B T R R R S R
IR 3 SEAAT o, 7 eI AR 9 AR RS 1 A% 5 A A7 SR ) e B B, 9 A BRiES SCHI P S X T 3

HE TR =

EEWMH: AR 2025 FEFEANIREGHEI R AL Vin%E .. HLE28%BmE (202506430056)
(FF5 - g - S PRI A A 35 E LT AEAER S S 1E ) BBt R 2 — LI AMEHE AR
FEST IR CIEIMEZR LY Z B2 — .
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