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Abstract: Zhang Zhi’s The Mirror of the Sea :A Study of English and American Sea Novels
employs a method of mutual corroboration between literature and history to trace maritime
narratives from the eighteenth to the nineteenth century, offering a systematic investigation of
their deep entanglements with nation-building and imperial imagination. Through a “dual
perspective,” the author reveals the internal fractures and tensions within imperial discourse,
demonstrating in writers such as Swift and Conrad the intertwining of colonial critique and
historical limitation. By means of cross-cultural comparison, the study deconstructs cultural

differences within Britain and across the Atlantic world, juxtaposing English, Scottish, Irish, and
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Black slave narratives as a conflicted yet interwoven genealogy. In its discussion of the
American context, the book shows how maritime fiction serves both republicanism and
expansionism, while readings of works such as Moby-Dick illuminate literary premonitions of
national crisis. Overall, the study elevates maritime narrative from the realm of genre fiction to
a paradigmatic site for understanding modernity, imperial politics, and cultural power, while
opening up a space for dialogue with contemporary oceanic writing.
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