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Abstract: Zhou Wenhan’s The Burden of Eminent Scholar: Twelve Life Aspects on Su Dongpo
conducts a slice-of-life examination of Su Shi through twelve distinct personas, aiming to strip
away the “mythologized” and “inspirationalized” filters imposed by later generations to reveal
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his authentic social image during his lifetime. The book’s core contribution lies in employing a
“poetry-historical corroboration” methodology, using Su Shi’s poems, lyrics, and fu as primary
historical sources. Through meticulous textual analysis and contextual reconstruction, it offers
demystified interpretations of his official career evaluations, exiles, poetic works, and personal
life. The author's conceptualization of “the burden of eminent scholars” exposes Su Shi’s
paradoxical entanglement with imperial power and political strife due to his prestige. The
distinction between “conceptualized figures” and “experiential figures” provides an effective
analytical framework for understanding personality differences between Su Shi and Wang Anshi.
Structured around twelve progressive life perspectives that unfold from public image to private
domains, the book demonstrates innovative presentation. However, its theoretical
conceptualization of the “eminent scholar” concept, logical coherence across chapters, and depth
of certain topics still warrant further exploration.
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