JIVILC |§|E/J

Journal of Maritime Literature and Culture HIEP

¢ Publishing

> JMLC, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2026, pp.139-147.
l Print ISSN: 3107-1821; Online ISSN: 3107-183X

= Journal homepage: https:/www.mlcjournal.com

DOI: https://doi.org/10.64058/JMLC.26.1.12

K% PEERNERNERERNS
%%z (Jiang Xiuyun)

FHE: LHBAEARBERMAERNELEGTST. EBRFTMER I EILTRBERRE,
FE B KL K G B B A SR ALE AN, € 2% 7 fis B &K R — B9 R
N, KA EENFT AT TR, 5B RAATH A F R _EPTIE D] 453
LHH. 5RTMERYS ) ARF I IREEZERE B LRE, b EH.LFHK
BERABZHELES X, AT FARBGETRAF T L EER L, T, U7
HL ARG, LS EHITE L, AR P, ANRFIM LN E,
BAFAE, MmBRE T FMAATIE THE AT ERRLIRZPLITEENE—F
A X, MEE—AUAR PSSR B,
X4k LUKYE;, MEE; FRMER; 2%
HFERA: FFE, SHITRRELFRHIL, ShAREELEHRARARR, £
ZREPIAERF R, ©F A xiuyun0614@163.com.

Title: Shan-xing Shui-shi: The Imagistic Symbols in Ancient Chinese Nautical Charts

Abstract: Shan-xing Shui-shi, literally “the flow of water and shape of mountains”, functions as
imagistic symbols in ancient Chinese nautical charts. Compared with Western nautical charts
showing a favour for geometric projection and consistent scale techniques, Chinese nautical
charts, especially the Shan-xing Shui-shi maps, possess distinctive visual and artistic
characteristics. In contrast to the consistent scale used in the Western cartography, Chinese Shan-
xing Shui-shi maps features a multi-scale approach through a logic of “moving perspective”,
which are based on floating vantage point. This approach depicts the terrestrial silhouettes

observed by Chinese sailors from a moving deck during their navigation. During voyages,
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Chinese sailors captured geographical information—such as islands, reefs, and mountain
peaks—and compared these features with the shapes depicted on nautical charts. Rather than
projecting geographical locations onto a two-dimensional surface according to geometric laws,
Shan-xing Shui-shi maps represented the imagistic symbols onto the nautical charts, which is
guided by an imagery-based mode of thinking in China. Thus Chinese nautical cartography
refused the western navigation system which obsessed with fixing the observer’s position within
arigid geometric grid, and articulates a human-centered and dynamic understanding of space.
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