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Title: Gender Constraints Under the Veil of Freedom: A Study on the View of Women in The
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

Abstract: As the pioneering work of American biographical literature, Benjamin Franklin’s
Autobiography has not only successfully imparted to the world the moral principles of diligence,
self-discipline, and the pursuit of perfection, but created an incomparable paternal figure of the

American nation, making Franklin a household name as “the first American”. However,
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Autobiography also reflects the author’s biased view of women. In contrast to the numerous
distinctive male figures, Franklin’s Autobiography contains neither a group portrait of women
nor many references to female characters. Even his wife and daughters, who accompanied him
throughout his life, are only briefly mentioned. Even when mentioned, female characters are
often depicted as humble and vulgar figures. Why does a work that advocates independence,
self-reliance, and equal opportunities regardless of background show such obvious gender bias?
Why is a thinker who promotes democracy, freedom, and universal love so harsh on women? At
the root of it, we believe that the widespread patriarchal ideology in 18th-century European
society is the objective reason for the absence of female characters in this work, but the more
significant reason is Franklin’s own strong male chauvinism.

Keywords: Benjamin Franklin; Autobiography; View of Women

Author Biographies: Zhai Junli: Teaching assistant at the School of Foreign Languages,
Guangzhou Institute of Science and Technology. Research interests: British and American
literature. Email: 2258116654(@qq.com. Feng Junxia (Corresponding Author): Associate
professor at the School of Foreign Languages, Guangzhou University of Technology. Research

interests: British and American literature, higher education. Email: 93241412(@qq.com.

G

AAH « B2 (Benjamin Franklin, 1706-1790) % EP S E—fa &R AY, sk
BUAK. IR BIER. aimshx. BRER. EXEZESHT K, I N2EE K E M
EEREH IS . M —AER T TIFZEE™, (F2wARAE) YRR s EE RS2
—o XEAEMPIAR T E E ks AR E G REA RO IR, RIS T b
TRIZSHD, RESHHMEEER, FRBECEHEM AR THAN s LR A, 7518
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WA NEETESRIEEFEWRELS S, HHAERCEBEIA E ARSIk, BB
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Fo MW E XHEWAKRE, BEMEN—FBRAFMSEE, JLAESR. SUAMNE 50 H P
A, AR ERMSR I RAETAT R RS & 22w ARENE o e e . Wik 5 T Rk
Wi, MBEBEBETH “HH” AFETEOENHMESR AR, ET, A CKRITHZ
GIF o £ « WKL (Simone de Beauvoir) (& _1%)» (The Second Sex) FHHMh#EFE L, DLA Rl
Hr o B4R (Judith Butler) (4 PERIEEA S M OIEE IR, FIHT 18 LSRR FRT T E
24 50 M B L LT B S SR R, ISR — A J AR SR R MBI R R et
ZAb BT EAGIIRZARIR,  ATFRA TR X SR AL A B AR IR AT . B

EAN T (B2 ALY MR — B ks, (NCAZBAAERREmisleAr 2, HEK
HILLR, SUARPBRE MRS S B oA, KU TR RET gk, B 2 0z /e
HRILIPE R B e . o, A3 R BEE KT « FURENFF R (David Waldstreicher)
P E L MAE M R EAT S JE A B, BUER » #7/K (William Shurr) WK & 2 e o0 T %
PELE QS W P IR 22 55 AN ST e 0 ) B AN LS 2 SO R . X & 22 AR 9 2 PR AT BE IR
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WX — 1R ) AR T A0 0 Mo 2RI BL “ARZRNH] « W27 o R TR EAL T kA
FECNKI TR RERE, CARBATREDZ2RT (A1) PREEN. RN SE IR
M, 5% IO A SRR H AT RS “BUEHIBU—k (FEA%) Fi5%
BUIR” o SR bEpmd, AR OARRT CEZmRate) BmtFoR e st b o E I 1R 1 %
PEMLRITIRANIRT AR #h J5 B4 S (i AR S A 2 ) AR R BRE th v R A 2 T8 20 A dl, X 2 AR S
T BRI TE B Ot R R S B T AE

—. BT LB RERE

gady o EAFEIE (HERIRRMY  (Gender Trouble) "5, 7EFHEZ &0 E L E SR
FRAERT, T NBAS TP RS U TEHIAE, BONESRETHFENFE. (&
ZROAREAE ) TR R BRI AR R, FRARR R A I, TR X — S AOE ISR R E R,
XAFLG XA B EE 2 oG KA IR (Butler, 2024, p. 72) o AL
BN FlIER. AN AL OMFLR, HB5EHEKM T B %R S
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B 2R A IE R B AR A A R B R R R AR . B RIAERUAR F X T H A K
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FEAH AR = AR AL WHAT 7E 2 PR AE AT T R RF22 2] 248 . WA mBUE M. BRI R M. 721
TCASEAEA N N AT AR JE 52 IR 52w i) S AN DR HL0T . JRIRIE SR, fE o K ER TR RS HEH
SCCEWIRE R RS . F /R 33 (Jill Lepore) (2013, p. 19) R (& H2z B w8 5iHE, &
ZIORBIBER R ST 88D, rtE. . SN AR YRk, BEUE. TR, ZRGIRE .
R o SR, IXEYE RAKRE . SCPEMA I AT Y, FEX AL NI B AL h 30 22 2 30h Bk g
Jeo WTREE, MR, IR BRI RIS AR, WiesE TN E T (B
Ak, 2010, p. 9) o BEAh, BR T EEERAZFIL (Abiah) 24, PHREBRERAR —EEN L
R AF . fEFRZEMT A WHEHEY, RAEE. ERMERE LR L, HE2HEKERE
5 & 22w RS BONSEE IR IR TR « KB (Jane Mecom) #AY LA~ 2. ik —45E
MR EARKIZ63E, AL R IEING, A EZER BT R, HKIHBHRE 3 &2 b
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W25 (the Smiths) %545, LR TR RIMEF (Lord Jeffrey) FiBEFRE 2 MANKGFIX AL “BRERTE
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PR AR, HRAEITER. RREE « "5k (Walter Isaacson) (2008, p. 83) Hi¥EIR,
CE LRGN R IR, M E R AR, — R TTAE, BT DURTRATT T R A B e T
PE, ] DORI AT R AR s T B A 7 o 35" s AR B IX 28 M B R H AN R T “VE R e dw il 47 i
WG ISR . BRO0 5 ORI 780 AU B 2R AT A 1820 1) 36 [ 5 B L A6 O [ 4%
iy ARHEE 5K DL R AR vk [ ) 22 ST RIS e @ B ) ot & At (Tise, 2000, p. 1) o Hilh
B R R VI 8 RN B e K AN CAnne  Brillon) 7 /R 4512 i kK N ( Anne
Helvetius) A5 BAGSOWEAETE 1 20 5 R i SCAR R N (Margaret  Stevenson) M2 JLIEFT (Polly
Stevenson) , PAMGHEZAZRIPUEHK « 77 (Catharine Ray) . A%t R AAE NEE LRt S AR
W S e E N, NE ORI AN GBI M T B A A SRR S AR B s W SRR
NFL ) LA E 22 e Mg it 7 A AL, 858 8 T 70 8 12 17 38K 1Y) i o iz 125 2k N IV SR 22,
fEfRAE R 2 23 T R AR SR, MmO —E4ERR 78 2w daiR k. HE2X
S Lt B R NI E S 22 AR B AR P2 TR o XM R G RO AR RSN, TR E 2
MREL Ty O AT AR, M aRBE T, JAReee i gl 28I A& 1 5k
RAMEARPACTe, T Lo PR A7 SR A 5 R o S DU g LA TG 5% SR B AR R N A TR YT, R HEBR AE
Fb Py 2 L AL R 2 S
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JBEIN, 2R EEE (the essential) AHXFILIJIRET (the inessential) o 2344 (the Subject) ,
4ixt (the Absolute) , Ml &M (the Other) ” (2004, p. 5) o XBAEESH B EHHRAR
FARHAL, LHEIRA R TALE ALE,  CEAEY X TR ZE S G EPUE 71X — 3R SCh Il
LS, R A SIS NIESR S E, T A AR B T3 B D Re AR A —— AR =
AR RS S B E W B YEAEATE . G55 TEHE)Z T 0 SE 75 R BN o X EEH R %
PEF S FFAEXT oIS RAS P 2 W I, 1T A 42 R 55 A oo P A 0o e A kAT R, R3S T A
B F R 5 FERRT -

B = AR B AR I AR A R S S BE . IR KRR « & 2E KA Fi AR R )
(A companion to Benjamin Franklin) —HiHiRiR, HEIRE 22 wwhk “HhsScitvr 2 Lot S E
PRI R, BT EA R, flusi s ai]”  (Waldstreicher, 2011, p. 249) . fE (HAL)
XS 3 ST B R H AR I R N TS AR S B . ML IR ROK (Mrs. Geoffrey)
NE Z MR G MR, R, “IRA AT L)L R BB AT DA IE TR BRI BT i R AN B 5%
TAEXAN L E AL 10050857 (& 2250k, 2010, p. 54) o 14207 G oIk IR BIX AN
B, Ath 3 i W Ty SR BEARAT B 2 DA TR . X R ARIEHE (Bloch) (2003, p. 112) FTiEMY
— “BERMAFIEHETELESRER. 7 N TFE 2w S, ISR UANE T B4,
MAETYEFFFEERRT« REDN NS EB M, Ve A A& E & Thae M to, RS
8. GRS LR GENABLIK LG, CEERTIZE RN E 2= o i 20k £ 7 AHIRE
BAENHAE N SR . ABATTI S5 G — AT USE Al 5 78 i 5 ) “ PR N7 AR AR s ],
B4 (Deborah Read) Ll ify, XEMPIM A —— “FEFRMNZRERRS, SRR, Bi—
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FHEN KSR S CUREredk, 2008, p. 60) o FESUIFR], SEFAA b E. fE085)5 K
445F[H], AR R T AL, IBRALHS, BWEXESS .. BIERAERB — K AR
JRARE, EARAMEAT S IR ST, BRI ETRI AT — R AR R AR, WEHMEEME T, (EPERIER)
FALAR DR izfEE, DAY E B R B BUR 5 . IR0 2 T & =2 so Mo T a5 40 1) 55 i 32 U
B, b A RR A B R — BT R AN IS T . M ETERAE A, B AR BARTE LS
WA AR, G AMRE T H O A LI MRESER, EFTFEMR T/ ENBKIBRA
A FN SRIT I Z4F, BASUMETFFR—G, B, ARSAEE. &5 RTE (A%
AR R T E T, AT X LR s AT RS, X PR E M R A AR R,
R T LM EE R TRMAE.

BT S E SIS, MBS T LS E o TR S T . () 2B
— AR B T M S K208 « BHKET (John Collins) &t “ M2 L1 TAIRMAE £ HEY” X—
TR G it & SR E, AR L DU RANE M, B EATTR X S R AR N R AT
Mo VA SONFIm G, BTE R —777  CE25Mk, 2010, p. 12) o XFUHREHET
RIGER, FZARINMA S TR E X B, Mg AN E O RAZTE AR (5 fr 1 &R 4%
HF kS . LTI, 8 2 eI R B AR R M N MBS B X WA A SR X — SE
FE S ZE5R,  A0EE T ORI — AN W U SN B A B EDAIE T A f e B 22 MO T e R B
HIIBCR], (X R EWIFAEN T B AR RK SRR, MR “RE 7% 68 i fr 10 L 7E IS 1
HRAFSEAR B R 5T, RUONGS QAR B R M AT RIREA 7 (Conway, 1974, p. 2) . M¥E=
PR U8 2 R i — 7 7 4 5 B0 S I0iE F B e IR AR 8 BRI AT R B Ao il )G,
P L PR T FKIER R R 20 KX RS I BE, R DEIAIE e R G “F
LML, REMSLLE ARG, EBEWAIM L TR, E& XA T (F 20k,
2010, p. 79) o X—WAS5SROESAEN S, U ZHETEZMEE N Y5 B MG, X
S IR DALk B & KA KSR R 25 o R . B ZE It BRI B R 2 T, AbATY AR R A g
FAEJRR, Tk B — BRI O, ] R 2 5 Mgk 2R B i B AN, ok IR 1 [F S5 i A7 5
N AL NSRS AR 5 N H I — N REDE, X MR FE — B A B XA EMA,
SRORILE CARTETE 59 N iia it 52 Ath g 7 it J b . B3 AT SR04t ] s 7R & A 7 b, fdth ok
TRNER”  GEAREE, 2004, p. 18) o XPOR LHEMERIRIKIN T FKEES Btk ErEsk, B
TR F A, Ak E L MO L R R TG . L, E AR T MR TR N
H e AR, K REAE 53 PR 8 IOE 22 Y v gt R R [ A B, X T 2 SRR R B e 1 11
BRI

=, BAPELZEZRKIRE

CEZwhEfe) B S S E R, TRRZIE R ZE, ZIFAERREGR,
172 % ERFILFEMFE AR SR, ATASCAR GRS Z M R . A & SR
R, PAKAEE H & BUEAER EWER =AM RIT RS0, H—gug B Hhmia S TRt
KA R . Sebr b, XARIFARRE 2R NSR B MACORAT, 2 “E R 1914240
FR——E M EMRIS0E, A4 7RO RRI (ALY BRI (Shurr, 1992, p.
435) o HMACLBERE, RHIRERIELS (A% RADUGR T8 2w PRI > WA, RIAE ]
Fo g AN SO AL R A2 P AL, SBOCRN LS LM Z0m 2 57 B2 R TR . BrEIX
—BEE, PO PN A B R TR LA

SCEENORAZ B, E IR I A B ERHACH) TR S & 5RO, (H
&) WAGIS . B SE E PR RR PP 5 BRI S, A A ) 2 R R R A R, B
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AT, MR RN T B R IR —— “HALAE AT BUA. . REA ST
S AL, WPoE 7 ATEE R R ge bl &+« ‘B R MR E S mARE” (F
BEE, 2002, p. 6) o B 718tHA, LikpiEoRE Sy DU, BD R 4V, A, R
(ER%, 2002, p. 14) o MIX—KHHEATE) “ILABEE” #E—B R 7TXMEN5 T X —W&
WAt M E IR RERES I,  “ L NF e BRI LY MAR K —— 2 U, F e &
WAERT” , WA TEHE R et 55 v E AR Bos AR B CRetREd:, 2004, p. 458) o “ILFIBEAE”
S AR T L B AT DT, SCURIRE T otk A AU, SEI B RME BRI, otk
M DU JSL ) B BOE SRS ASEER, B2 5 2R . B AER S S e . TR Lotk
N BEL G AR BE AR AR R DTk, d AT I A — € RE R T AR BE AL AR, SEAN AR K 2
ZAMPSMBE T T o B, AMENRERFE R Al ot B AR BEAR L AR B 2 A
CEARY X T LM oFE A K B & 2 RIS VR AR Bt & 0 B AR 32 P ol W 8 I 7 5
s, AR SCARFAEAN N BRI TR, T A2 AN AL S5 84 B S22 4% 5

AL, AR E SR EAUEREM R TX IR EME R TR, BT stal, 2
M LR BEA LYK FB e — 7, & =B ARG — 2 AR P v, ten At T A d
HORILI TS 2 R S S S, B DA A S M (BT« DUE B uEED) i, X
LEAMARILH T E 22 SN Tt 2 B A A IER R . AR, AR 2R R R AR S AL
WAARERE . BN E 75 « w3 (Susan Klepp) FiE, “ARH  « B 2w RFEET R R
TR 1A% G0 DL S AR IX PP AE Ge i R oS 3 VAL R PR, B ERK, EXREM
E . TARMEEEA MG, E . ZFMEER BT KEMFEAN”  (Waldstreicher, 2011, p.
242) o FISCCARIE K, E A MO T Lo M S AR AL O B, AN L MEA R T K g2 . ik
MONEF LN EZ MM, Hp— %R B, BT A LR EES ZE 2 B )
T LSBT AEZ T ANNE, WL EARIEFTWEGE, BRAEX—283h2 8 7 WABULA
7] ) D3 1 SR B TR B i o 2 8 SR 4TS R N IS A K1) 2 v, B 22 B R 200 21 PR ZEFA N 40
B2 W, WP RBUE . FAREE T B AL, XA N R R, EEH
FAUEA I EAR R B 2w AR R R X B AU AR B AR “ E AR T A, HUME
HOONEERAE” (CUFE5ak, 2008, p. 114) . [HN, &ZwHEE (&) (00 E 2K
Sy 2 PIRRAENTEA, A 9% () di 3 2 1) o) g A2 e L - 9 J AR A 36 1B 7 4 2507 At PR e B 2
H. ATEEHCENREZ CHRIEZ XIERER, ke 7ASEHecoi T ERIER
W HAE G, IR BRGNS T AR, IEnFE AR, ERUAY “IBH T
—EH WA TIEEOETE, WAL EEN e, SomBRIAE LS (GE)I, 2006, p.
113) . XA S == e MRAE T SR B AR LA I IR, B0 6 & =2 s bR A 38 iy s 3]
R HRRIEANTRAN, DL A EAR 237 168 R B 708 8 b 55, XLt AL RS =
SO E FERI B E IR R U BN ST, MR ML AR . WY SRR,
B LM LA GRS, AT R AR AW 5 AR B B Ay, i 554k otk B E
EE RS B ERISE RIS, M sE s B E RO IE B A= 250, SCRMIGAE . TEE R
B DURCE AR S S AUBARIL [E S BT Lot AE CEAE) TR RIRIa gL

Wi, &

AR SCOATE RS 5 Lot £ OO IE S, WO RGHHIT T CE LR E AR
R PR, SR TR R A A KBTI A . MEON R IR IR 2 L, & il
CEfE) BRIt AL 7 NAL I 2 T8 5 th2eda, RifE N — 2B RES TFEEENEN,
HIB B A TVE BB AL AR AT SR PR o BIAE SCSRAEIE P K 22 Tk 518 2 AR D), BAE
SRR T, A IHEIE SRR F R A, 5940 T ERIAAAE. (B T HERE AR AL T3 2L
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PALGAC R RIS, XL tERZE i T3, sh= BAR8iE, 55 MBS 55 REE Y Kk
%o IXFPRHE IR AR ALR SO QIR S, R 2 RN EILFEE AR 18t 8 b Sett 21|
I GERY IAERR T, N EAE SR ) 59 A AL BE5E 1 IARIR IR, T 22 S bk 1 S AR A% [ 1) 53
B AELS i B 2V, D BSOS ) 220 R AT A TR ER o S MR AR AR A v 1) R Gk ke
5T AN, IR RBOREE SN, HYEERRe A0 5 BRI 2 S IR SCARRIE. £
AVER T F B S H SR AIE ST T, EHe AL CEA%) P RgvEaEERy, AT B3 58 1 S B
ISR, AN MO PRI TR LS, 2SR R R E A 2 S
BOITEE A . HIERH 54, DRGSR IE L A WA ITE AR BME, RAEANIF
BRI W A4 B SE 30 R 52 R AR A v )85 1 3
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