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Abstract: This foreword to the inaugural issue of Frontiers of African Diaspora Studies outlines
the paradigm shift of the “diaspora” concept from the “capital-D Diaspora”
(Jewish/Greekparadigms) to the “lower-case diaspora” (African experience). In response to the
complexity of the African diaspora—which intertwines historical trauma with contemporary
generation—this manifesto proposes a dual theoretical framework: “diaspora as a structural
symptom” and “diaspora as a generative poetics.” By critically integrating Western theories
from Safran, Clifford, and Glissant, and incorporating the “locality” resources of Chinese
scholars like Li Anshan and Zhu Zhenwu, the journal aims to dismantle the horizontally
homogenized assumptions of Western theories. The manifesto pioneeringly introduces a
“vertical power structure” perspective, arguing that the “existential anxiety” of marginalized
ethnic groups and the “defensive anxiety” of dominant groups are structurally isomorphic,
thereby reconstructing the research agenda within the hierarchical tension of “sovereign-
superordinate diaspora-subordinate diaspora.” Building upon this theoretical foundation, the
manifesto systematically articulates the journal’s practical pathway for translating theory into
critical practice. The journal curates a thematic matrix that charts a multidimensional, cross-
regional diasporic landscape—spanning Africa, the Americas, Europe, and Latin America—and
launches special issues that approach intra-Global South dialogues, such as Afro-Latin
interactions. Through these practical initiatives, it aims to map the research landscape with a
dual Sino-Western coordinate system and to reconstruct the paradigm of world literature studies
through indigenous discourses.
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