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Title: Traceability — Compatibility — Exploration: A Useful Attempt at Thematic Interpretation
of Classical Novels——A Review of the book Observations on the World: All Living People
and Worldly Situations in Classical Novels, edited by Miao Huaiming

Abstract: The book edited by Miao Huaiming combines the wisdom of eleven young and
middle-aged scholars to provide an innovative interpretation of eleven classical novels with the
core theme of “Novels and Society”, revealing the rich social and cultural connotations of
classical novels. The scholars’ interpretations are generally characterized by the following

features: firstly, they take history and fiction as the entry point to explore their roles in the
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formation of novels; secondly, they select both academic and popular topics to broaden the
audience; thirdly, they clarify the interaction between classical novels and ancient society and
culture, and gain insights into the world from classical novels. With clear themes, in-depth
interpretations, accessible language and novel perspectives, the book is a popular book that
reflects a certain academic depth and is of great value in promoting the in-depth study of classical
novels and popularizing classical works.
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