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Abstract: The long-standing disconnect between cultural teaching and the development of
communicative competence in international Chinese education presents a significant challenge.
To address this issue, this study introduces two core concepts, “communicative empowerment”
and “Micro-interaction and Mutual Learning”, to explore how cultural symbols are transformed
into students’ communicative skills in the international Chinese language classroom, while also
fostering intercultural understanding. Through a qualitative analysis of a teaching case that
integrated “ice and snow culture” into the instruction of the comparative sentence structure in
an Italian classroom. This study identifies three pathways through which cultural symbols
effectively mediate the progression from linguistic mastery to intercultural communicative
competence: by providing meaningful reference points, creating contexts for negotiation, and
evoking emotional resonance. Building on these findings, the study constructs a micro-
interaction and mutual learning generative model, which follows the sequence: “decoding
cultural symbols - accomplishing communicative tasks - engaging in meaning negotiation -
promoting cultural mutual learning - enhancing communicative competence.” This model
reveals that the essence of cultural teaching lies in converting static symbols into dynamic
communicative resources. Countless moments of Micro-interaction and Mutual Learning
sparked in the classroom serve as the micro-foundation for higher-level civilizational dialogue.
This research offers both a theoretical framework and practical pedagogical paradigm for
achieving deeper integration of language and culture in international Chinese education.
Keywords: cultural symbols, communication, Micro-interaction and Mutual Learning,
international Chinese language classroom
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Figure 1. Analysis Framework of Micro—interaction and Mutual Learning
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Table 2. The process of micro-interference
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Figure 2. Mechanism of Micro - interaction and Mutual Learning
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