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Title: A New Paradigm for the Research on the Mutual Construction of Language and Societ
——A Review of Hu Fanzhu’s Societal Development Linguistics

Abstract: Professor Hu Fanzhu’s new book Social Developmental Linguistics summarizes his
reflections and academic explorations on the research objectives, research issues and research
methods of sociolinguistics in China in recent years. The book constructs a goal-oriented
sociolinguistic research paradigm, which takes linguistic research as the path and aims to
effectively promote the development of individuals, groups, the nation and the global
community.Starting with the proposition of “what is linguistics”, the author renews the
understanding of linguistics as a knowledge system and raises a series of fundamental
academic questions: What is language institution? How should language rights, as an essential
component of human rights, be properly arranged within the social institutional system? What
is language competence? How can different subjects acquire, develop and sustain their
language competence? What is language governance? What are the basic principles of
language governance? What are social appellations? How are social appellations socially
constructed, and what form of Chinese society do they reconstruct in return? What is linguistic
landscape? How should buzzwords, as a typical representation of contemporary linguistic
landscape, be interpreted? This paper elaborates that the internal logical correlation of
sociolinguistics is prominently reflected in the fact that different theoretical assumptions
generate different research propositions, objectives and methods. It further defines the
integration of goal-problem-method as the fundamental research methodology of social
developmental linguistics.
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