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Abstract: N. K. Jemisin won the 2020 Hugo Award for Best Novelette with Emergency Skin,
yet the relationship between alienated bodily forms and identity in the work has received little

scholarly attention. Reinterpreting the novella from the perspective of embodied virtualization,
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this study argues that the extraterrestrial planet depicted in the narrative constitutes a field of
techno-totalitarian control. Once virtually embodied, the astronaut’s body assumes an alienated
physical form, reshaped and mediated by technological systems. At the same time, he is
subjected to the ideological infiltration of pseudo-scientific discourse and compelled to accept
a de-subjectified and estranged identity. However, through the mission of returning to Earth,
the protagonist ultimately achieves a dual liberation of body and mind, symbolically reflecting
the humanistic dissolution of technological alienation. Therefore, approaching the novella
through the lens of embodied virtualization not only reveals how algorithmic centrism,
operating through technological authoritarianism, reconstructs corporeal forms and
consolidates subject identity, but also offers a new interpretive framework for understanding
the complex relations among body, cognition, and power in an intelligent society. In this way,
the text provides a concrete literary reference for envisioning more balanced human-machine
interactions in the evolution of digital civilization.
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Figure 1 The Embodied Virtualization of the Astronaut
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B 7 KRB K, AATHRICHIRFE. B ESCAr A, RS AR S UG fa SO0 R T8 A
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LSRR SR T AR A B ER IR ()5 RO B I AR 2 RS B S R S s ATk
T X A B 32 4 )3 5 N T R 1) R AR 47, AR 1 SO AR AR G iR R &S —— R A
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PRI, AR 5 R R Ak ) R N 2 e, BB 2 7 QAT I SR U, 4k T 2k 25 7 P A B
FAINED, A E ST HER 5 SO RIEA B P A RO BRI HE . Ave ARG T E K BUA B E T, AR
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% T MR IR R 540 5 I BUE 4

TEIX PP EEE N “ HEL” M RFATERERE T, KA E R SRS E M EA . B E
REMHHINAAFHIET B S0 B E SRR, M R TAMEFEXN “E” e L. K%
NHHE BRI #E TE IR IL, 1EIHA R A B IEA G XAE 2 R < TR S 6y, XEBLT
H 5 B AR AR 5 1k 5 B 3 (R B 23

=, HREHR S B — K= ARIBU0E
CREBBEI) AMUEIL T BARWBOS AR AR 0, b atiss 7 AMRIR BRG] B AR mT
HE B o 2R N R BB ER ) 30 ST 35 HA J e i i 10 D B 2510 2 B0 A7 AE ERVR 20, Al iR
BN, PR 2 S AT AORIR B, A HER N PRI G i6 . AR B AR AR
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A2 SR N SRR A 1 B BE A ROR B K I BUA L 5T xT R, it ROREZ A 5 B .
/Nl PR SRR B 2 Oy T RS NSE B B B BOR K13738, BEE RS N
TR LA R T R GT A o IRAMXRAEE SRR SR BGE L S, B E s TR
SRIAA T SR, R SR AL IR B3R R AR T RE A

FEANRZE BERINGLIRE BT )5, R IRUER R RO UaX R R AT a0t i 70, SO RZE N
W H B RO B R TE S GG T RAFIAE 2 5H o SR B ERIE I & R Ge Ty ok Fhe MAEINME, DL H
Witk 9% = S5 ThAR B S, HX — B R R R BN AT o AR, HiBkdd o 58 4 B ORI A AN )
S EFM N EA R SHEZ 5 ERPPERR] BEEBORIFE DB s =, MR ERIEEHL
SR, RSS T a2l R SGE SIARERTE, H3h 1P8E. Al SRR R RE . H
AL WA a AR B BANE, W R BRI R M ARSEE, HIZ 4 A0 DI 3 RSB
ftio HBERAE 2 FIREREIR N R RS, UMb E 1 & 1T SBEE M 98 MUK 1138, LB DR ITA N AT RE
B TS 524 B2 ARG T ARG AL, IFLE R PR A B AR
R o SRR BR VN RIS AR S B A=, A AT B0 A it R A (B 5 8 L, XA £ ]
MALES . TR R N AT LB (Oliver, 2011) o BEARANFHONEIE . RIHI/ME S KR T],
AW R BSCE AT 26 2 SR SR SR, R — D N (2 5 sl HIhREdE
TN HE TR, AR AR, AT “ BN O E B S AR R S 1 e
e

BEAN, HERGEKTTHEGN TR ZBNIZAS “HRYF 7, IX R W ER A 2 A T 5 5 MR T R
WA SEIIGETT, RN 4 5t HER SO 5 T 2 PR S 3R R AR R A (B R o K28 A A0 2 R I
PRI I SR AP BN, BN ARSI (taser) &I Bk, AT
SOt T BT BT, HUER NANDAAT R T BN SN AR ) “ NARE B “ b 7, i 3 2 1
Al (0 7 SR —— 1R LAt B B AR TR B R . ST IRBUR 2 N BB ARHS (Jaleesa)
B EARMPEHIMEARRRAE BT, PARAER 2 NIR 7E SR SRAE ST« XA “Ah N7 BT N ERE
SO T DA RN A A EIEN, WU TR E AR RIS AR AR 1S HER B AR SR
Mo BEPEAAS B LB R SERBARRI B, M RSB B RSB . EIAEEUNS
WETEXF G, AN N A f5 T 53 MURARAS (A7 AE. CGIIRRR, 1995) o HER KT B SR 5 K2 A
R LA A B BRI AT RpE R e ke s, BAT R SE AR R . X5 MK A B ERGEIA B R R
B EMAMMER &, DLOLIE H & SR BIRBUS AERARARRE . Ht] W, sk N9 AR 32 SO MR
N TP L TEACKAC B SC G, A DMAI A BURHIE Bk 2 DB VP HIbRAE, T2 s iR & — A ar ik
MINAERE ™ SAEEE . DA SRR IR PR SE S22 5B Bt 2 i EE
W@ R AR ARG T A, AR . N DEORE LKL “HRE” I TR
PR S SR T4, IERXBRWBGE S35 5 /58 R AR 32 SO K e i
T H S AL R 2 N AR R b o, AR SER B SL T LG 1R BR300 3 1R At 2 454
S EkR.

HOERJE RFE T H SIS HES) 1AL IR R S AL, AEAMA AR TEAS DAZESS, R Sei ] 7R
SR SRR S Hds . IERIRRR 7T E R RIS, AT BRI RS S1%H R
M P A R 7 IR B IS R R 58, IR IRTE T B S BIT IR S A [,
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Ja R REA LA ORI CARVE L, B N &Y, D ANEARIT (. ek b, WA ERSE
M RAAF B o NA T SRR E L AR R E Y A RIEARAR S 56 B, 48R AN N 2 it A
Mg 2% (BT, 2004) o XFhaig)m RILERAAAIRIE SRR, 50 BN FEA A A7 £ R g i,
IR FAATAEAE B AL, 5ART X0 BEEERE . B “kE” KRN, "R —>4b
MERIEERT (subsidized shelter) , & LLEAEMIR AR, A5 LWAERRE . £
FNA T SRR 2 BEORBE R, R AAS L PR LRT — R4 T AR TR B ARS8 BRI SCRE, AT
WA RS T R, Hrl 0, AR 3 U OB AR AR B ME b, S8 ) %2
HEAF DASE AL, P TR EELE T AL T 0 R ST BEUE 9 FE DA A DR N4 HH - 7 T PR DG
YER o HBR BRI NS 32 SCOGPNAR) i] FEE J0 I PR o A A (R AR 5 A 0 B 1, BB ST e MR S R
o Z A PR R o XA BV SRR E MR AR AR, B ES 54400, mAREN T
B s TR FE, MARA B8 7 5 5 B A A A S AR i 42 L .

fEHER b, S ENERBAERKCETET, XMER T MEE RSN ARSI B, iR
7 HAE SRS B E A /N IR R, MR Z P DL R R B B AR I, SERIRIE
eI AT, TRAE “HNARSRIERHE” 5, EREERRNAER. XM eERABHRR
FITE T AN R BEERH “HARTN”  (Technorati) F1 “fll4H N IKHE”  (Founder Clans) ZEWr AR A
G, U T RR S BUTGRE Sk . EAER) T AR O A BIRERE R A AR e AR K
i E S 5, AT A BRSSO R SCRC . AR R NSRS At BRIA I /T, AT
BReAE B R FAR TR “ AT 15 BoRIE, VIWT 7 Aok B &N 5 A WA B IRIE . K
NG R R 2 E] vh, AT T IR SS, Tk DURE RS UGN T 5L, A REAESN )
(R R BT TR B E B QTS R, B ORI T A 2 R A N (21, 2008, pp. 64-66)
EAEHBR NI, RANZL I 70 B EA H RGN AT FERFTS (Jaleesa) F#& 1
AT, RBNFFENHERA T 280, A E 3R b 7 HUER A ARAR, JORET H 5 AR 1 2 S Bk
B IR BT o X ST 2RI TR TR HIRZ K IR EARLS A ar AR IR ZA R . FEHBER N 1) 5] T
N, ARBHISL T H S SR A A .

NG, — R EPR B RZ R OUR T ASWEME, mRTEANRER T “alin AR
J%”  (the Founder Clans) MMhEK “KiEME” (Great Leaving) )75 . K5 N REREHAGHEK
AT NRART, I IEAR Le 5 2R AT e Ry R RME o (H2E N0 AP R A B BRGER 5 A o (1) 48
F&, WENTERZ], BN LEIEM P EmEaEmsh Z 0, XU 7 R 7 s B S 8 S R g4
. BFVAE ARG RS NPARWFERAKNSZ: (cognitive mapping) fft, FFMe | &R 0B,
iHh g2 3| 17 H OEBRF A E S ST G, 2021) o Iz MR AR s & k5 1
JPE HANMASLE), RS ANEHBR N IRIAR T, A SHET H 13RS 1 3 50 B BEE 425 (1)
AR TSI CRHE, 2013) o R NG LB S B B 1) 4R M, X R AP R R EK
(1) 5L B RE A AL I AE DRI B BRON () FLSEAE I 1T UM CEARFIIPAIZZ KRBT, KX AL L H
BRI R, A St T R 4A REE R R AL HEAN R B O EI AN AR A T T OB D RE: A
ERNFIZEN, MA@ ERE T 8 F A5 BRI B RGeS . AT PASERF R
A7 SEAEE AT BV, RIS 2@ A NS RS 5 A8, BovEsth 2
FrEE R 5P EE R, e W, B 2 i) RECE A R IR AMAR B, EE AR
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KPEAMEFSEI, JaRATEA B REBATBERRRIE ), X5 AR CBE W SRR (G,
2025) o EHBRE RN ERBEEERRZEMET, KENRE 720G AR2. AALXHFERRT
WP PR R S AU 7, AR AR T R A — DR S o, o mT DL B 5 1 SR 22 g A0 A
7 ST B T SR SR A R X IR MR R R T O MR AL AR SR A R I E AR

PR LR KA T E gl SR —BH 4 geia, b2 &Ik 7 & AN TERER S,
bR G AR E A G B BOR AR TR . B, HiBkib o R “ BoR g~ A “ LACAA”
ARG AR B BRI AN B [ B (1 T3 i WIS b o AR Sl — A “DLAA” 1) “ 5
O BB, RO aox T “BOR S REN SN . KR TNIEIM i fREE A4 IR
HH =X T USRI KE A AR R B AR E AR (i 2) .

ELA ALY
HuEREE 2
B IS ESS
— SR BRARSE T

I

L Ep gL J _ i
—_— [P R ] —

k%A

SAHVELEF — WL
\L e y [
— HAFGHaR ———— RHASKR

B2 N T U0 H B R AU LA
Figure 2 The Disintegrating Effect of Humanistic Society on Embodied Virtualization

KA (R i @ sk A L RRZ k. HERE —MREGE . SUEBAERA
Ay, HAREIEE&HERMRIEIER . ERRBUFZEAE “AERFIRN 2", hZ®
HARH . REENBN T, HEMNBAR R T “SER R BRFSE. Bt & BAFRN
ARESORSEN, FA4R Tl R B, BN s BB NI (AT 4E 3T 6 . REfIIG o LR
TR IR OB RERE R B TR 41 I I SEBL R IR A oK AL S , (B SS R R A ] T2 Rt BRI B
5 IR TR o AN UL ARIESAEMT R B R R R H AR —— A B RR R, %
AR RNR LR, WA ST AIER . M2 T, FHRF R B JsiE, H4E 5]
B “BORRE . MIRIESE” (K H bR, BUEIXAS HAREm 0. Rk, 20K it it st 2 B8
SR IR KA SFE , (BAERBE N ZRZ T EERE 7 —AiEE R ayl—= g
FE AL 5 HARBRKR” B AL s KUz o BRI SS TR 54k, A H R RO BIiE 1
Ay, SCHE AT RERE N — P AT 2208 (0 5 3R RS .

G518
PRI, 2K CRBBR) AU T 13 SR SR Z G BE LI AR AT e S BUMA B A 5 B 4y 57
WHRIZTE, B T R R EHI 5 NEMENTE ST, GRS T MRS R 528
EREOSEE. Wl Bk 5 IR A2 XS E, AN AR BT BOR M BAG B20 AR A SO PRI ]
BEHT R AR fabL, SERIE TR RIAA TGS A RAFAE R “ BRE 7 fabl. EECE SR
BEEBEIAY,  CRTER) Pra Bt it &% e igie B R B R 3 AARAZ T I
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AR5 LA A IETHE I B LA 2 18], NRAL T3 IR TR B S IG I A4S BE 5 BUR U7 7). MEAAE
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